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Basic information on Algeria 
 

 
Membership of the Human Rights Council 
Algeria was an original member of the Human Rights Council (the Council) from 2006 to 2007. It is not 
presently a member of the Council. 
 
Members of the troika 
Uruguay, the Philippines, Senegal.1 
 
National consultation  
The process of compilation of information for the State report2 involved ministerial departments, advisory bodies, 
and the National Advisory Committee on the Promotion and Protection of Human Rights (CNCPPDH). 
Consultations with civil society were held in preparation of the report, but details are not specified.3  
                                                 
 
1 Algeria requested that a member of its regional group be among its troika. Regional groups selected: African Group, Asian Group, 
Latin American and Caribbean States Group (GRULAC). Members selected: Uruguay, the Philippines, Senegal. There were no 
objections by Algeria or by the members of the troika to the selection. For a summary of the selection of troikas, see 
www.ishr.ch/hrm/council/councilalert/council_update_7session.pdf. 

 
International Service for Human Rights, 1 Rue de Varembé, P. O. Box 16, 1211 Geneva 20, Switzerland 

Ph: +41 22 9197100, Fax: +41 22 9197125 
E-mail: information@ishr.ch

2 A/HRC/WG.6/1/DZA/1, available at http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR%5CPAGES%5CDZSession1.aspx. 
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Information submitted to the Working Group 
 
State report 

 
Algeria’s report is divided in four main parts. The first part describes the legal and institutional frameworks 
and the mechanisms in place for the protection and promotion of human rights. The second part focuses on 
the implementation of universally recognised rights, such as non-discrimination; access to justice; right to a 
fair trial; prohibition of violations of physical integrity and arbitrary detention; humanisation of conditions of 
detention; freedom of religion; right to education; right to health; right to work; freedom of association; 
women’s, children’s, and family rights; and solidarity rights. In respond to allegations, the report denies the 
existence of secret places of detention. While recognising that further efforts are needed, the report highlights 
improvements in the penitentiary system and the progress made in the fields of gender equality; education; 
health; poverty reduction; and the abolition of the death penalty for certain offences. The third part underlines 
the challenges faced in the areas of education, health, and employment, and the obstacles in the 
implementation of human rights, including terrorism; lack of resources; and poor human advocacy. The fourth 
part of the report provides an outlook of the progress made in the areas of national reconciliation and the 
peace process; legislative reform; administration of justice; gender mainstreaming; violence against women; 
reduction of unemployment; and improvement of the standard of living of the population.  
 

Official UN documents4 
 
Algeria has ratified most human rights treaties and accepted some monitoring and complaints mechanisms.5 
However, it was encouraged to ratify the remaining human rights instruments;6 review its reservations and 
declarations;7 reconsider its maintenance of the state of emergency;8 and further incorporate international 
obligations.9 The creation of institutions for women’s and children’s rights were welcomed.10 Various 
Committees and UN agencies highlighted achievements made in education;11 women’s rights;12 poverty 
alleviation;13 and towards the abolition of the death penalty.14 However, there was concern on the lack of 
public information on the work of the CCPPDH;15 the widespread impunity;16 corporal punishment;17 
trafficking;18 and the vulnerability of the Amazigh and Western Saharan refugees.19 Other issues of concern 

 
 
3 A/HRC/WG.6/1/DZA/1, Paragraph 2. 
4 A/HRC/WG.6/1/DZA/2, available at www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/DZSession1.aspx.  
5 Core universal human rights treaties to which Algeria is a party: International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of 
Racial Discrimination (ICERD), International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ICESCR), International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), First Optional Protocol to the International Covenant on Civil and Political 
Rights (OP1-ICCPR), Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW),  
Convention against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment (CAT), Convention on the Rights of 
the Child (CRC), Optional Protocol to the CRC on the involvement of children in armed conflict (CRC-OP-AC), Optional Protocol 
to the CRC on the sale of children, child prostitution and child pornography; the International Convention on the Protection of the 
Rights of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their Families (ICMW). 
6 Committee on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women (CEDAW), Committee on the Rights of the Child 
(CRC).  
7 CEDAW, CRC. 
8 Human Rights Committee (CCPR). 
9 CCPR. 
10 CEDAW, CRC. 
11 United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF). 
12 CEDAW. 
13 UNICEF, United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). 
14 CCPR. 
15 CCPR. It was accredited with A status in 2003 by the International Coordination Committee of National Human Rights 
Institutions (ICC). 
16 CCPR. 
17 CRC. 
18 United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA), CCPR. 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/DZSession1.aspx
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included the human rights consequences of amnesty provisions;20 rules on non-Muslim religions;21 
defamation laws;22 and counter-terrorism measures.23 Nevertheless, natural catastrophes and terrorism were 
acknowledged as constituting major constraints for Algeria. Specific follow-up measures were prescribed, 
including the submission of further information on the implementation of Human Rights Committee 
recommendations,24 and the re-examination of penalties for the offence of defamation.25 Finally, areas for 
future cooperation and assistance were identified, including human development; the environment; 
governance; and gender.26             
 

Other relevant stakeholders27 
 
A total of 10 stakeholders made submissions to the UPR.28 Most drew attention to the same issues that are 
compiled the UN documents, including the unconstitutionality of the indefinite extension of the state of 
emergency;29 the weaknesses of the CCPPDH;30 widespread impunity for acts committed during the internal 
conflict in the 1990s;31 lack of independence of the judiciary;32 the adoption of a broad definition of 
terrorism;33 and prolonged and inadequate conditions of detention.34 Despite some noteworthy improvements, 
concerns about violence and discrimination against women,35 and the marginalisation of the Amazigh 
people36 still remained. Stakeholders also alluded to the intimidation of the press37 and human rights 
defenders;38 strict rules on the exercise of non-Muslim religions;39 restrictions to freedom of assembly;40 and 
the criminalisation of consensual same-sex activity.41 It was also noted that Algeria had failed to fully 
cooperate with the UN special procedures.42 On a positive note, changes to the Family and Nationality Codes 
and the moratorium on the death penalty were welcomed.43  
 

 
 
19 CCPR, UNHCR. 
20 Special Rapporteur on extrajudicial, summary or arbitrary executions; Special Rapporteur on independence of judges and 
lawyers; Working Group on involuntary or enforced disappearances. 
21 Special Rapporteur on freedom of religion or belief. 
22 Special Rapporteur on freedom of expression. 
23 Special Rapporteur on the promotion and protection of human rights while countering terrorism. 
24 CCPR. 
25 Special Rapporteur on freedom of expression. 
26 United Nations Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF). 
27 A/HRC/WG.6/1/DZA/3, available at www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/DZSession1.aspx.  
28 Amnesty International (AI), Algeria-Watch (AW), Collectif des Familles de Disparu(e)s en Algérie (CFDA), Congrès Mondial 
Amazigh (CMA), European Centre for Law and Justice (ECLJ), Fédération Internationale des ligues des Droits de l'Homme 
(FIDH), Global Initiative to End all Corporal Punishment of Children (GIECPC), International Lesbian and Gay Association 
(ILGA), Al Karama for Human Rights (KHR), and Reporters sans frontières (RSF). 
29 KHR. 
30 FILDH. 
31 AI, AW, KHR. 
32 CFDA, FILDH. 
33 AI. 
34 AI, CFDA, KHR. 
35 AI. 
36 CMA. 
37 ECLJ, FILDH, RSF. 
38 AI, FILDH. 
39 ECLJ. 
40 ECLJ, FILDH. 
41 ILGA. 
42 AI. 
43 AI. 

http://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/UPR/Pages/DZSession1.aspx
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Interactive dialogue44 
 

Presentation by the State 
 
Algeria used 25 minutes for its initial presentation. Member States and observer States were then given the floor 
for three and two minutes respectively, and a total of 46 delegations spoke. Algeria replied to the questions put to 
it in two occasions, one after the 13th intervention and another one after the last delegation spoke. The session was 
presided by the Vice-President of the Council, H.E. Mr Mohamed-Siad Doualeh. 
 
The delegation of Algeria was headed by H.E. Mr Mourad Medelci, Minister of Foreign Affairs. Mr Medelci 
stressed that the UPR was a ‘melting pot’ where States shared and developed their experiences. He noted that 
the preparation of the national report was a ‘collaborative effort’, in which civil society was involved. Mr 
Medelci stressed that the protection and promotion of human rights was the responsibility of the State, and 
emphasised Algeria’s commitment to all human rights and their universality. He highlighted that Algeria had 
ratified and recently signed international and regional human rights instruments.45 Mr Medelci stressed that 
alongside constitutional and legal guarantees, the creation of a permanent human rights institution was also a 
central part of Algeria’s human rights framework. In view of this, the CCPPDH was created in 2001, and an 
action plan on human rights drawn up in 2002.  
 
Mr Medelci noted that Algeria was continuously making efforts to put its legislation and judicial system in 
line with its international obligations. This included the promulgation of laws to strengthen the independence 
of the judiciary; the introduction of changes to the Family Code to correct injustices relating to women; a 
national strategy to combat violence against women; the establishment of the National Council for the Family 
and Women; a multi-sectoral programme to improve children’s rights; and initiatives to promote the Amazigh 
identity and language. 
 
Mr Medelci also took the opportunity to respond to concerns and allegations that had been raised. On 
concerns about torture and ill treatment and extrajudicial executions, he claimed that Algeria had adequately 
addressed this issue in the detailed replies that the Government had provided to communications received 
from the relevant Special Procedures. He also denied allegations of the existence of secret places of detention 
in Algeria. In relation to the state of emergency, the Minister emphasised that it was maintained because 
certain risks still remained, and stressed that the principle of proportionality guided the application of all 
measures taken in this context. He noted that Algeria’s definition of terrorism was not vague, and that Algeria 
was conforming to international human rights law while combating terrorism. Mr Medelci was unclear as to 
Algeria’s current position regarding pending visits from some Special Procedures. However, he mentioned 
that Algeria was unable to extend invitations in the past because it was then engaged in a ‘delicate political 
process’. Mr Medelci also addressed issues relating to freedom of religion, freedom of association, and 
freedom of expression. He also extensively discussed Algeria’s commitment to national reconciliation, the 
consolidation of peace, and solidarity with victims and their families. 
 
To conclude, Mr Medelci reiterated Algeria’s priority of achieving sustainable peace, and its choice to do so 
through a policy of national reconciliation, which had the overwhelming support of the people. He asked the 
international community to respect this choice. 
 

 
 

 
 
44 Most statements made at the UPR Working Group can be found at http://portal.ohchr.org/portal/page/portal/UPR/1session/. Fill 
in the form at www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/form.htm to receive username and password. Audiovisual archives of the 
meetings of the Working Group ‘webcast’ are available at www.un.org/webcast/unhrc/index.asp. 
45 It signed the International Convention on Enforced Disappearances and the Convention on Persons with Disabilities in 2007. 

http://portal.ohchr.org/portal/page/portal/UPR/1session/
http://www.ohchr.org/english/bodies/hrcouncil/form.htm
http://www.un.org/webcast/unhrc/index.asp
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Key issues 
 
All States congratulated Algeria for the clarity and openness of its report and statement. The majority of 
States mentioned Algeria’s role in the Council’s institution-building process, and praised H.E. Ambassador 
Idriss Jazaïry’s personal contribution to the elaboration of the Code of Conduct for Special Procedures 
mandate holders. A wide range of issues were addressed during the dialogue, including terrorism; national 
reconciliation; gender equality; violence against women; children’s rights; freedom of the press; freedom of 
religion; freedom of association; the role of the civil society; the role of the CCPPDH; economic, social and 
cultural rights; the attainment of the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs); and migration policy. 
 
Algeria’s inclusion of economic, social and cultural rights in its human rights policy was widely 
appreciated.46 Recognising Algeria’s achievements in education, health, job-creation, and poverty alleviation, 
many States asked Algeria to share information on its approach to these issues and recommended to continue 
its efforts. Some States also noted Algeria’s progress towards the attainment of the MDGs,47 and requested 
details on its strategies and prospects. Algeria assured its commitment to work towards the full enjoyment of 
economic, social and cultural rights, and stated that a number of agencies had acknowledged that Algeria had 
a good chance of attaining the MDGs by 2015. 
 
It was widely recognised that Algeria had particularly suffered from terrorism, and some States expressed 
their solidarity. In connection to this, some States asked Algeria to further elaborate on how it ensured the 
respect for human rights while combating terrorism.48 Kuwait recommended the convening of an 
international round table on the interrelationship between terrorism and human rights. The Democratic 
Republic of Congo (DRC) asked whether terrorist suspects were prosecuted by special courts. Pakistan 
enquired on how Algeria assisted the victims of terrorism and their families. Linking extremism and 
terrorism, Tunisia asked how Algeria dealt with growing radicalism. Nigeria enquired about Algeria’s 
participation in international cooperation against terrorism. Mr Medelci responded that terrorism was a major 
challenge not only for Algeria but also for the world, and agreed with Nigeria on the importance of 
international cooperation. A member of the delegation explained that Algeria had rejected the purely ‘security 
approach,’ and instead, had chosen to adopt a policy based on dialogue and on addressing the root causes of 
terrorism. He then referred to some of the Government’s initiatives, including the creation of the Commission 
for National Dialogue and the Transitional National Council, and the adoption of the Charter for Peace and 
National Reconciliation.  
 
Regarding Algeria’s policy of national reconciliation, some States gave their support to Algeria’s efforts.49 
Pakistan asked how the people had responded to this policy. Canada, on the other hand, was concerned that 
the application of measures under the Charter could lead to impunity for serious human rights violations. 
With this in mind, it urged Algeria to review Order No 60-0150 and to investigate cases of disappearances 
without delay. The recommendation of immediate investigation was echoed by Germany in relation to 
allegations of torture and ill treatment. In response, Mr Medelci referred to his statement, which had 
already touched on these issues. With regards to national reconciliation, he recalled that the current policy 
was adopted by referendum and, therefore, had the people’s support. Algeria reaffirmed that allegations of 
torture and ill treatment had been adequately investigated, with some cases leading to the imposition of 
sanctions on law enforcement agents. 
 

 
 
46 United Kingdom (UK), Cuba, Mauritania, Madagascar, Malaysia, Republic of Korea, United Arab Emirates (UAE), Indonesia.  
47 Sudan, Oman, China, Lebanon, Iran, Democratic People’s Republic of Korea (DPRK), Nigeria. 
48 Djibouti, Kuwait, Sudan, Jordan, Mexico, Belarus, the Russian Federation, Iraq, Nigeria. 
49 DRC, Benin, Saudi Arabia, Lebanon. 
50 It sets up the Charter for Peace and National Reconciliation. 
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The protection of women was also raised a number of times.51 Many delegations recognised the progress 
made in raising the status of women, but they pointed out the need for further changes in Algerian law to 
ensure gender equality and adequate protection of women. Some States suggested the review of some 
provisions of the Family Code. 52 The UK and Sweden recommended the criminalisation of domestic violence 
and marital rape. Slovenia and Mexico urged Algeria to withdraw its reservations to CEDAW, as these 
contradicted the Convention’s object and purpose.53 A few States asked about the strategies used to promote 
gender equality, particularly in employment and education. In response, Algeria reiterated its commitment to 
women’s rights, and mentioned legislative reforms, the creation of structures to assist women in difficulty, 
and a focus on prevention as the main components of Algeria’s policy. It added that sexual harassment had 
been criminalized, and that the Penal Code provision prohibiting rape also applied to marital rape. Further 
efforts towards the representation of women in government were also being made.  
 
Concerning children’s rights, some States welcomed Algeria’s efforts, including the creation of a National 
Commission on Children.54 Malaysia asked for more details about the institution. Italy raised the issue of 
corporal punishment, while Slovenia cited reports of trafficking of children. The Algerian representative 
replied that the law already banned and prescribed administrative penalties for corporal punishment in 
schools. A programme to promote children’s health put in place with the help of UNICEF was also 
mentioned. However, the question about trafficking was not addressed. 
 
On freedom of expression, the DRC posed a general question about measures to ensure this right. France 
asked about plans to amend the Code of the Press, while the Netherlands wished to know about the 
application of the Information Act. Belgium expressed concern about reports of increasing restrictions on the 
exercise of religious freedom. The Holy See asked how Algeria reconciled the Constitutional provision on 
freedom of religion with the Ordinance adopted as law in April 2006, which sets conditions and rules on 
religions other than Islam. Mr Medelci again referred to his statement. He agreed that these issues were of 
extreme importance, and reassured that Algeria was continuously evaluating its legislation and policies on 
these matters. Efforts made to promote a free and diverse press were mentioned. A member of the delegation 
defended the current law on religion by noting that it applied equally to Islam, and stressing that all religious 
events and holidays of all faiths were celebrated in Algeria. 
 
The roles of civil society and the CCPPDH were often underlined. Mexico posed a question on 
communication between the State and the people on human rights concerns. Pakistan asked how Algeria 
promoted human rights advocacy, while Cote d’Ivoire invited Algeria to elaborate on how it intended to 
consolidate contributions from civil society. Belgium asked Algeria to elaborate further on civil society 
participation and the methodology used in preparing the report for the UPR.55 The DRC and Mexico enquired 
about the role and impact of the CCPPDH. Algeria acknowledged the importance of civil society, and noted 
that its participation in the elaboration of the report was ensured through the involvement of non-
governmental organisations (NGOs) in the work of the CCPPDH and the participation of consultative bodies 
in the meetings. 
 
Some States also raised the issue of migration, and asked Algeria how it dealt with this phenomenon.56 
Algeria stressed the need to cooperate both regionally and internationally, and noted that there was a number 
of draft resolutions intended to strengthen the laws on immigrants. Other recommendations made included the 
continuation of the moratorium on the death penalty57 and the ratification of the Convention on 

 
 
51 UK, France, Mexico, Saudi Arabia, Canada, Syria, Slovenia, Sweden, the Netherlands. 
52 The Netherlands, Canada, France. 
53 Slovenia. 
54 Italy, Mauritania, Malaysia, Slovenia. 
55 Belgium. 
56 Palestine, Mali, Iran, Azerbaijan, Egypt, Indonesia. 
57 Italy, Cameroon, Brazil. 
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Enforced Disappearances.58 Algeria was also urged to fully cooperate with the Special Procedures by 
accepting visits that had been solicited.59 In response, Algeria referred to its statement, while confirming that 
the visits were under consideration.  
 

Concluding remarks 
 
In concluding, Mr Medelci thanked all delegations for their questions and recommendations. He emphasised 
that Algeria had intended to give an accurate picture of the human rights situation in the country, and that it 
had been frank in discussing its difficulties, including terrorism. Mr Medelci admitted that Algeria still had 
‘some way to go’ and that many things still needed to be improved. He expressed the hope that the discussion 
had helped the international community to better understand terrorism and its implications, and to find 
solutions. He reiterated the commitment of the Algerian Government to constantly improve its performance. 
In view of this, it welcomed the comments and recommendations made and noted that it would examine them 
thoroughly. Before closing, Mr Medelci expressed his pleasure in having taken part in the exercise, and 
reaffirmed Algeria’s support for the UPR.    

 
Adoption of the report 

 
The report of the Working Group was considered and adopted as scheduled at 12 pm on 16 April. On behalf of the 
troika, the Ambassador of Senegal introduced Algeria’s draft report to the Working Group. He thanked the 
Algerian delegation for its ‘spirit of openness, cooperation, and constructive dialogue’. He also thanked the 
Secretariat and its staff.  
 
The Ambassador of Senegal noted that the draft report was the product of a ‘process of cooperation and 
transparency’. It explained that it reflected the contents of the interactive dialogue, and that it took into 
account the documents made available to the Working Group and the statement given by Mr Medelci. He 
further explained that it set out the substance of the contributions from delegations, and that it presented their 
recommendations. He added that most of these recommendations had been accepted by Algeria. To conclude, 
he pointed out that a small amendment had been made with relation to Italy’s recommendation in paragraph 3, 
which now read: ‘That Algeria take appropriate measures to address violence against children. Recommends 
the continuation of the moratorium on the death penalty.’ 
 
Algeria was then given the floor to make its comments on the draft report. Ambassador Idriss Jazaïry stressed 
that the report attempted to reflect the human rights situation in Algeria ‘with all possible humility and 
sincerity’. He noted that the contribution of delegations had been the expression of constructive comments on 
achievements and further action needed. He stated that Algeria had accepted 17 of the 20 or so 
recommendations that were made. He explained that Algeria had not been able to accept those 
recommendations that contravened the Constitution or the National Charter Peace on Reconciliation, and 
those that asked Algeria to review the Ordinance of April 2006, which would have resulted in discrimination 
of the Islamic cult. The Ambassador concluded by reiterating Algeria’s commitment to the UPR as a decisive 
tool for the promotion and protection of human rights.  
 
The report was adopted unanimously. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
58 France. 
59 UK, Germany, Latvia, Brazil, the Netherlands. 
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