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The Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination ("the Committee") met for its 63rd 
session between 4 and 22 August 2003 in Geneva. The Committee is responsible for 
monitoring and reviewing actions by States to fulfil their obligations under the International 
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination ("the Convention"). At its 
63rd session, the Committee considered country reports from Albania, Bolivia, Cape Verde, 
the Czech Republic, Finland, Iran, the Republic of Korea, Latvia, Norway, Saint Vincent and 
the Grenadines, and the United Kingdom. Additionally, it issued concluding observations for 
Malawi in lieu of a periodic report. The Committee issued a decision on the Lao People's 
Democratic Republic in the absence of a periodic report, and a decision on the nationality and 
entry into Israel Law. In addition to Malawi and the Lao People's Democratic Republic, the 
following countries were scheduled to but did not submit periodic reports: the Bahamas, 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Suriname, Tajikistan and Zambia. 
 
1. Reports by States 
 
Albania (initial through 4th periodic reports) 
 
The Committee welcomed with satisfaction the initial through fourth periodic reports of 
Albania and congratulated the delegation on its open dialogue with the Committee. While 
conscious of the economic, social and political difficulties facing Albania, the Committee 
remarked that the report did not contain sufficient information on practical implementation of 
the Convention.  

The Committee noted that Albania has made several steps improving the rule of law in 
its eight years since ratifying the Convention, and especially recognised the creation of the 
Office of the People's Advocate, the Office for Minorities within the Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs, and the Division for National Minorities in the Ministry of Local Government as 
significant institutional developments. The Committee also welcomed efforts made by Albania 
to draft a national strategy for improving the living conditions of Roma people. 

The Committee expressed concern that the 2001 census did not update information 
on the ethnic composition of the Albanian population. Rather, the most recent information 
dates from the 1989 census and correspondingly, the Committee suggested that Albania 
update its information. The Committee suggested that this aggravates the problem whereby 
Albania denies that racial and ethnic discriminations contribute to the unfavourable living 
conditions of certain groups.  

Specifically, the Committee asked Albania to revise the criteria by which it classifies 
groups as either national or linguistic minorities in consultation with the groups themselves. 
This was of particular relevance to the Roma, and Vlach/Aromanian groups. The Committee 
noted especially the discrimination facing Roma in terms of access to education, health, social 
services, housing, employment, and access to adequate food and water. The Committee 
further noted several problems faced by the self-identified Egyptian community in Albania. 

The Committee recommended that in order to implement Article 4, Albania should 
declare as offences in its penal code any assistance to racist organisations, acts of racist 
violence, and participation in racist activities. Despite Albania claiming to include anti-
discriminatory provisions in most laws, the Committee encouraged further specificity in the 
legislation. 

The Committee took note that few instances of discrimination lead to registered 
complaints and recommended that Albania enhance its investigative procedures for such 
claims. 
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Bolivia (14th through 16th periodic reports) 
 
The Committee welcomed the combined fourteenth through sixteenth periodic report from 
Bolivia and the additional oral and written information provided by the delegation. The 
Committee expressed appreciation for the willingness of the delegation to engage in 
constructive dialogue, and took positive note of the fact that the State party's Vice-Minister 
of Indigenous Affairs headed the delegation. 

Taking note of its "considerable progress and outstanding efforts", the Committee 
noted that Bolivia's extreme poverty remains the primary impediment to implementation of 
the Convention. That said, the Committee praised Bolivia for having become party to the ILO 
Convention concerning Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in Independent Countries (C169) and 
the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of All Migrant Workers and 
Members of Their Families. Furthermore, the Committee commended the fact that Bolivia's 
majority (61,8%) indigenous population are free from de jure discrimination and have access 
to various institutions for registering complaints of human rights violations.  

Despite its progress, the Committee raised concerns over several issues facing Bolivia. 
For instance, the Committee expressed concern over the allotment of indigenous lands to 
private companies, and the harassment of human rights defenders who provide assistance in 
indigenous land claims. The Committee also requested more thorough ethnographical data on 
the many different indigenous groups throughout Bolivia in subsequent reports. The 
Committee commended Bolivia’s rich legal traditions, but inquired into the status held by 
international law in relation to domestic law and requested that the penal code be amended to 
fully implement Article 4 of the Convention by penalising all forms of racial discrimination.  

The Committee took special note of the severe disadvantages faced by the Afro-
Bolivian community. De facto discrimination against this group remains a problem, and the 
Committee suggested that Bolivia adopt legislative measures with a view to ensuring full 
enjoyment of rights by Afro-Bolivians.  

The Committee also acknowledged Bolivia’s problems related to the production of 
coca and expressed concern that eradication programmes may bring devastating effects to 
indigenous groups who rely on the coca trade for their primary means of subsistence. The 
Committee recommended that Bolivia disseminate information on land reforms, alternative 
ways to cultivate the land, and the ethnic distribution of the impact of State policies.  
 
Cape Verde (3rd through12th periodic reports) 
 
The Committee welcomed the re-opening of dialogue with Cape Verde after 20 years of 
silence and took note of the political difficulties facing the country in its democratic transition. 
The Committee welcomed the report but described its extensive information as an overly 
legalistic text that only partially accorded with reporting guidelines. At the same time, the 
Committee applauded Cape Verde's transition into a fully working multi-party democracy 
committed to upholding human rights. 

Cape Verde’s recent introduction of several institutional mechanisms, along with the 
1996 establishment of the national Human Rights Committee, brought laudatory comments 
from the Committee. However, despite the State's constitutional condemnation of all racial 
and ethnic discrimination, Cape Verde's penal code provides no punishments for such actions. 
Accordingly, the Committee recommended that Cape Verde enhance its penal legislation to 
comply with Article 4 of the Convention. 

The Committee took positive note of the fact that Cape Verde has taken steps to 
recognise the Creole language by integrating it into the school curriculum alongside the 
official Portuguese language. The Committee noted with concern that immigrants from West 
African States face discrimination and are commonly referred to with the derogatory term 
"Mandjaco." The Committee thus recommended that the State party take appropriate 
measures to combat the stereotyping of immigrants and report on steps taken in the following 
report. The Committee took further note of the fact that Cape Verde is used as a transit port 
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for smugglers and human traffickers. 
 
Czech Republic (5th periodic report) 
 
The Committee welcomed the Czech Republic's "self-critical" fifth periodic report and 
recognised in it an impressive amount of constructive measures taken in-line with the 
Committee's previous recommendations. The Committee noted with appreciation that the 
State party had made a declaration under Article 14 of the Convention and had accepted the 
amended Article 8, paragraph 6. Likewise, the Committee applauded the efforts by the Czech 
Republic to implement the Convention through domestic legislation and through the creation 
of a number of governmental bodies dealing with the human rights of national minorities.  

The Committee raised particular questions concerning the lack of penal penalties in the 
draft Bill to Ensure Equal Treatment and Protection Against Discrimination, which otherwise 
entitles the victims of discrimination to protection before the courts. Accordingly, the 
Committee encouraged the State party to establish a legal aid system for victims of racism. 
The report itself raised concerns of racist extremism in the Czech Republic, which the 
Committee connected to the weak penal punishments in place for participation in racist 
organisations. Subsequently, the Committee recommended that the Czech Republic review 
relevant provisions of its penal code in accordance with Article 4(b). 

The Committee remained concerned with the status and treatment of the Roma 
throughout the Czech Republic. In order to prevent segregation, violence, and discrimination 
against the Roma, the Committee recommended that the Government pursue and intensify its 
efforts to implement existing legislation. It remained of grave concern to the Committee that 
the Roma face significantly higher levels of poverty, under-representation in employment, ill 
treatment and ineffective protection from public officials and police officers, double-
discrimination against Roma women, difficulties of housing and education, poor access to 
health services, and continuous negative stereotyping. Moreover, the Committee raised alarm 
at the fact that many Roma refuse to identify themselves as such for fear of negative 
consequences. 

The Committee noted with approval that the Czech Republic had implemented housing 
schemes and special school systems intended to alleviate burdens on Roma populations. 
However, it expressed concern that such systems could risk having the unintended 
consequence of furthering segregation and social marginalisation. Thus, while the Czech 
Government received praise for its efforts, the Committee recommended that they open a 
wider dialogue with the Roma community in order to create measures not only for them, but 
with them.  
 
Finland (16th periodic report) 
 
The Committee, describing Finland as a model country with an excellent human rights record, 
reviewed the latter's sixteenth periodic report and expressed its satisfaction with both the 
honesty of the report and the active participation of NGOs in its preparation. The Committee 
further praised the competence and responsiveness of the delegation in attendance. 
Specifically, the Committee praised Finland's Article 14 declaration and its ratification of 
amended Article 8, paragraph 6 of the Convention. Likewise, the Committee applauded both 
Finland's 2001 Plan of Action to combat ethnic discrimination and racism, and the creation 
under this plan of a Minority Ombudsman. Furthermore, the Committee marked with approval 
Finland's inclusion of "racist motives" as an aggravating circumstance in its penal law and its 
recent laws punishing participation in organisations that promote or incite racial 
discrimination. 

The Committee raised several concerns regarding ongoing relations between Finland 
and the Saami people. In this regard, the Committee expressed its regret that neither the 
Saami Language Act nor longstanding claims regarding the Saami land rights have been 
resolved. The Committee thus drew Finland's attention to General Recommendation XXIII on 
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the rights of indigenous peoples and encouraged Finland to adhere to the ILO Convention 
concerning Indigenous and Tribal Peoples in Independent Countries (C169) as soon as 
possible. Moreover, the Committee felt that Finland's criteria for who qualifies as Saami are 
too restrictive and suggested that the State party give more weight to self-identification by 
the individual. The Committee also raised concerns concerning Roma people in Finland who 
despite several progressive policies still suffer discriminatory treatment, including the denial of 
access to public spaces and services in contravention of Article 5. 

The Committee also expressed its concern regarding incidents of racism and 
xenophobia amongst the Finnish population, notably amongst the young. The Committee 
noted that Article 4 applies to racism on the internet and recommended that Finland take 
appropriate measures to combat racist propaganda in an effort to stop the dissemination of 
racial hatred and the incitement to racial hatred. 

The Committee raised concerns with questions of double discrimination, particularly as 
related to immigrant groups. The Committee noted that immigrants constitute a 
disproportionate percentage of the unemployed and that immigrants were increasingly 
marginalized throughout society. 
 
Iran (16th and 17th periodic reports) 
 
In its combined sixteenth and seventeenth periodic report, Iran presented itself as a country 
where 65,5 million people from a diversity of groups live together peacefully and where 
several preliminary steps, taken in accordance with the Committee’s previous 
recommendations, are soon to be finalised. The Committee welcomed the report and 
appreciated the high-ranking delegation in attendance. However, the Committee noted that 
the report, while "detailed and comprehensive" lacked sufficient data on the implementation 
of the Convention itself. 

Acknowledging Iran's difficulties in determining its ethnic composition, the Committee 
nevertheless recommended that Iran provide estimates on the demography of the country, 
particularly as regards Arab minorities in the Khuzestan area. In this regard, the Committee 
regretted that Iran does not officially acknowledge "ethnicity" as a category. The Committee 
cautioned that the status of the Convention under domestic law remains unclear. It inquired 
specifically into whether or not the Convention had been endorsed by the Guardian Council, 
and recommended that the State party provide further information on the status of the 
Convention under domestic law.  

The Committee further expressed dissatisfaction with the definition of racial 
discrimination according to Article 19 of Iran’s constitution and recommended that the State 
bring the definition into full conformity with Article 1 of the Convention. Moreover, the 
Committee noted that Iran had not provided information on legislation penalising acts or 
incitement of racial discrimination. 

The Committee asked Iran to provide more information about education in minority 
languages, and took specific note of discrimination facing the Baha'is, who are deprived 
under law of certain rights. The Committee furthermore asked the State party to inquire into 
issues of double discrimination, particularly the relation between racial and gender 
discrimination. 

The Committee raised several questions regarding religious freedom, and expressed 
concern that the Constitution does not recognise non-Muslims thus depriving them of legal 
rights to property, of assembly, of non-discrimination in public employment, of political 
participation, of education, and notably of all rights enabling an active participation and 
protection in society. 

The Committee raised doubts about the full implementation of Article 6 of the 
Convention and requested further information. It noted that lack of complaints regarding racial 
discrimination might be the result of victims' lack of awareness of their rights or lack of 
confidence in possible remedies. The Committee thus recommended local investigation as to 
the factual causes behind the absence of complaints. 
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Latvia (4th and 5th periodic reports) 
 
The Committee considered Latvia's combined fourth and fifth periodic report and praised both 
its quality and the participatory nature of its drafting process. The Committee likewise 
welcomed the high-level delegation in attendance. It noted with approval Latvia's legislative 
improvements to comply with international obligations, such as the Constitutional Court's 
new individual complaints procedure, and the anti-discrimination provisions in recent labour 
law. The Committee specifically welcomed the new personal identification law, which 
removes references to people's ethnic origins from their official identification documents. 
Likewise, the Committee applauded the decision of the State party's Supreme Court that 
declared unconstitutional earlier limits placed on minority language broadcasts in the private 
media. 

The Committee acknowledged the fact that Latvia's history has led to a complex 
situation in which approximately half the population neither carries Latvian citizenship nor 
speaks the Latvian language. While sensitive to this fact, the Committee raised questions 
regarding policies in place that may lead to discrimination on the basis of race or ethnicity. 
However, the Committee approved of Latvia's permanent residence status scheme, which 
avoids the problem of statelessness for, among others, the sizable Russian population. This 
being given, the Committee recommended that Latvia enhance its procedures by which long-
term residents can naturalise as citizens. Likewise, the Committee encouraged Latvia to 
comprehensively study reasons for low rates of naturalisation applications. 

The Committee took note of Latvia's newly passed State Language Law, which 
promotes the Latvian language, and cautioned that its strict interpretation could lead to 
discrimination against minority groups. Likewise, the Committee expressed concern that 
Latvia has not fully complied with Article 4 of the Convention by failing to effectively prohibit 
activities and organisations that incite racial discrimination. In this regard, the Committee 
further noted that the low number of complaints about racial discrimination could result from 
lack of awareness amongst Latvians about their rights. Accordingly, the Committee 
recommended that Latvia expand its statistical analysis of complaints for its next report. 

The Committee noted with concern the absence of a comprehensive anti-
discrimination legislation and recommended that Latvia integrate the Convention’s definition 
of racial discrimination into its law. It further recommended prompt ratification of the 
amended article eight and encouraged the delegation to make a declaration under Article 14.  
 
Norway (16th periodic report) 
 
Norway presented its sixteenth periodic report, which the Committee praised for its 
comprehensive nature and its drafting process involving NGOs. The Committee noted with 
approval that Norway had integrated previous comments into this report. It also noted 
Norway's legislative follow-up to the Durban Declaration and Programme of Action and its 
recent penal law explicitly covering the display of racist symbols. 

The Committee acknowledged the State party's difficulties in determining the ethnic 
composition of its population, but recommended that it nevertheless provide estimates in 
subsequent reports. The Committee thus expressed regret that Norway excluded ethnic 
identity from its national census. Moreover, it encouraged Norway to amend its Human Right 
Act of 1999 in order to fully incorporate the Convention into domestic legislation.  

The Committee raised concerns that the recently proposed Finnmark Act will 
significantly limit decision-making capabilities of Saami people as regards the right to own and 
make use of natural resources in the Finnmark region. The Committee noted that several 
Saami people have criticised this act, but that these critiques were not incorporated into the 
report. Consequently, the Committee suggested that Norway extend its co-operation with the 
Saami parliament in this regard. Likewise, the Committee expressed concerns regarding 
ongoing discrimination against Roma communities. Accordingly, the Committee requested 
further information of education and housing amongst Roma people. 
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Republic of Korea (11th and 12th periodic reports) 
 
The Committee welcomed the Republic of Korea's combined eleventh and twelfth periodic 
report and thanked the large delegation for its candid and constructive dialogue. The 
Committee praised the Republic of Korea for the 2001 creation of a national Human Rights 
Commission and its 2003 Employment Permit system, which guarantees the same 
protections for both foreign and domestic workers. Moreover, the Committee expressed 
pleasure with the Republic of Korea's progress in its immigration and asylum policies. 

Taking note of the fact that the State party described itself as ethnically 
homogeneous, the Committee observed that the report itself acknowledged the presence of a 
Chinese minority and other ethnic groups in the Republic of Korea. Correspondingly, it 
requested that future reports provide more accurate estimates of the ethnic composition of 
the country. Likewise, the Committee reminded the delegation of General Recommendation 
XXIX on descent-based discrimination as regards the situation of the Paekjong community.  

The Committee noted the report's lack of specific information regarding acts of racial 
discrimination and complaints or legal actions taken by the victims of racism. The Committee 
reminded the delegation that the lack of such complaints might result from insufficient 
institutional remedies or the poor dissemination of information about relevant rights. Thus, it 
recommended that in following reports the State party include information on investigations 
and prosecutions launched, penalties imposed, and relevant legislation. Furthermore, the 
requested more detailed information on how the term "unreasonable discrimination", which 
appears in the National Human Rights Commission Act (2001), has been interpreted in 
practice. 

The Committee also took note that the State party's Constitution expressly prohibits 
neither racial segregation nor racial discrimination. Thus, it raised doubts as to whether 
domestic law allowed for the full interpretation of Articles 2 and 4 of the Convention. The 
fact that the Convention is not self-executing under domestic law furthered the problem. 
Thus, the Committee strongly recommended that the State party review its legislation in 
relation to the Convention so as to further implement it domestically while following the main 
lines of the Durban Plan of Action. 

Although the Committee praised the State party for its progress with the employment 
permit system, it remained concerned that undocumented migrants do not fully enjoy rights 
as provided by Article 5 of the Convention. Similarly, the Committee expressed much concern 
for the increasing trafficking of women to the Republic of Korea for purposes of prostitution. 
The Committee strongly recommended that the State party recognise trafficked women as 
victims rather than criminals so as to assist them with the protection of their rights.  
 
Saint Vincent and the Grenadines (2nd through 10th periodic reports) 
 
The Committee considered the second through tenth combined periodic report of Saint 
Vincent and the Grenadines. The Committee welcomed the report after a silence of almost 20 
years, but regretted the insufficiency of the report and the absence of any official delegation. 
Taking note that economic difficulties pose massive difficulties for the State party, the 
Committee nevertheless requested that Saint Vincent and the Grenadines fulfil its reporting 
obligations. 

The Committee welcomed the fact that Saint Vincent and the Grenadine's Constitution 
prohibits discrimination and guarantees individual victims of human rights violations the right 
to apply to the High Court for redress. However, the Committee expressed concern that the 
Constitution does not expressly forbid discrimination based on descent and national or ethnic 
origin, and thus does not fully comply with Article 1 of the Convention.  

Furthermore, the Committee requested information on the ethnic composition of the 
population and information on steps taken to implement Article 4 of the Constitution. It 
strongly urged the State party to avail itself of the technical assistance offered under relevant 
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offices of the Office of the High Commissioner for Human Rights (OHCHR) in order to fulfil 
future reporting obligations.  
 
United Kingdom (16th and 17th periodic reports) 
 
The Committee welcomed the United Kingdom's combined sixteenth and seventeenth report 
and praised the large delegation present for responding to previous comments and 
recommendations and for its constructive co-operation with the Committee. However, the 
Committee noted that the report did not fully conform to reporting guidelines. It praised the 
State party for its legislative and institution-building efforts to strengthen anti-discrimination 
rules in the public sector, and noted particularly amendments to the Race Relations Act 
Regulations that widen the definition of indirect discrimination.  

The Committee commended the United Kingdom's efforts to enhance punishments for 
incitement to racial hatred and took positive note of the National Action Plan Against Racism 
that followed up on the recommendations of the Durban Programme of Action. However, the 
Committee regretted the fact that the State party has not outlawed incitement to racially-
motivated religious hatred, but merely recognises religious hatred as an aggravating factor in 
the criminal context.  

The Committee expressed strong dissatisfaction with the State party's legal positions 
that the full substance of the Convention does not take effect under domestic law without 
specific incorporating legislation. Accordingly, the Committee expressed concern that courts 
in the United Kingdom will not give legal effect to the Convention in the absence of such 
legislation. The Committee also reiterated its concerns over the State party's restrictive 
interpretation of Article 4. The Committee expressed further concern that rapid 
implementation of the European Race Directive into domestic law could create inconsistencies 
and double standards as regards the definition of discrimination. Accordingly, it recommended 
that the State Party include discrimination based on colour and nationality under its domestic 
legislation implementing the European rules. Furthermore, the Committee expressed concerns 
with provisions of the Anti-Terrorism Crime and Security Act, which allows for indefinite 
detention without charge or trial, and drew attention to the State party's obligations to 
ensure that measures taken against terrorism do not discriminate on the basis of "race, 
colour, descent, national, or ethnic origin".  

The Committee raised concerns about increasing levels of racial prejudice in the media 
and attacks against ethnic minorities and asylum seekers, cautioning the delegation that 
"antagonism towards asylum seekers has helped to sustain support for extremist political 
opinions". That noted, the Committee applauded the 2000 creation of the National Asylum 
Support Service to provide support to eligible asylum seekers. The Committee also raised 
specific concerns that a disproportionately high number of police activities target ethnic and 
racial minorities. 

The Committee inquired into the use of the term "Gypsy" in the United Kingdom’s 
report. The State party replied that doing so comported with the wishes of the community in 
quest ion, which could also be referred to as "travellers" or "Roma." The Committee drew the 
State party's attention to General Recommendation XXVII on discrimination against Roma and 
recommended that the United Kingdom develop its efforts to improve the situations of Roma 
and other minority groups. 
 
2. Review of State parties 
 
Malawi 
 
Since its accession to the Convention, Malawi has abstained from any reporting activities and 
not responded to communications made by the Committee. As such, the Committee reviewed 
a variety of materials to reach its concluding observations. The Committee acknowledged that 
severe economic and social problems hinder the reporting activities of the State party, but 



Committee on the Elimination of Racial Discrimination, 63rd Session (Geneva, 4 to 22 August 2003) 

International Service for Human Rights 8

cautioned that the habitual neglect of such responsibilities damages the effective functioning 
of the monitoring system. 

The Committee commented on the enormous poverty, housing problems, and the 
HIV/AIDS pandemic in Malawi and welcomed the establishment of the Malawi Human Rights 
Commission with an Ombudsman (1999). However, budgetary constraints limit the 
effectiveness of the Commission, and the Committee correspondingly requested more 
information on the practical effect of the institution.  

The Committee noted that the Constitution of Malawi prohibits discrimination on the 
grounds of race, colour, language, religion, nationality, and ethnic origin, but it nevertheless 
recommended that further legislation be implemented in order to give substance to these 
prohibitions. The Committee expressed concern that birth registration is only compulsory for 
non-Africans, and recommended that registration become a general obligation, without any 
discrimination. 
 
3. Decisions 
 
Decision 1(63): Situation in the Lao People's Democratic Republic 
 
After reviewing the situation in the Lao People's Democratic Republic in 1992 and 1996 
without a report, and having granted the State party's request to delay consideration without 
a report in 2001, the Committee denied the additional request by the State party to postpone 
consideration at its 63rd session. Therefore, under its Early Warning Measures and Urgent 
Action Procedures, and in light of the "particularly disturbing information that it had received 
concerning the human rights situation in the Lao People's Democratic Republic", the 
Committee made several observations and declarations. 

The Committee expressed deep regrets over the failure of the State party to report 
according to its obligations. It expressed grave concerns over information received regarding 
violations of the rights to life, physical integrity and security, freedom of expression, 
association and religion, in addition to economic, social and cultural discrimination against the 
Hmong minority population. The Committee was "extremely disturbed" to learn that certain 
Hmong groups have been forced since the end of the war in 1975 to take refuge in 
mountainous and jungle regions in order to flee severe brutalities, including allegations of 
bombings, use of chemical weapons, extrajudicial killings and torture. Moreover, the 
Committee deplored steps takes taken by the Lao People's Democratic Republic in order to 
prevent reporting of any information concerning the Hmong people, including the 
imprisonment of journalists and the ongoing detention of Hmong interpreters and assistants.  

The Committee called upon the State party to halt its discriminatory acts of violence 
against the Hmong population and to ensure that these persons have freedom of movement 
and access to adequate food and medical care. It also called on the Secretary-General of the 
United Nations to take all appropriate measures in the Lao People's Democratic Republic, 
including the dispatch of a mission there with a view of helping the State party fulfil its 
international human rights obligations.  
 
Decision 2(63): Nationality and Entry into Israel Law (Temporary Order) 
 
The Committee noted and expressed concern that Israel's "Temporary Suspension Order of 
May 2002" had been enacted into law as the Nationality and Entry into Israel Law 
(Temporary Order). This law suspends (subject to "limited and discretionary exceptions") for a 
renewable one-year period the possibility of family reunifications in cases of marriage 
between Israeli citizens and persons residing in the West Bank or Gaza regions.  

The Committee stated that the law raises serious issues under the Convention. It 
declared that Israel should revoke the law, and reconsider its policy with a view of facilitating 
family reunification on a non-discriminatory basis. The Committee requested further 
information on the issue in Israel's next periodic report. 


