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The second session of the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of all Migrant Workers and 
Members of their Families (the "Committee") met from 25 to 29 April 2005. The Committee monitors 
the implementation of the International Convention on the Protection of the Rights of all Migrant 
Workers and Members of their Families (the "Convention") by its State parties. It is the newest 
treaty body, which held its first session in March 2004. 
 
The members of the Committee are Francisco Alba (Mexico); Francisco Carrion Mena (Ecuador); 
Ana Elizabeth Cubias Medina (El Salvador); Ana Maria Dieguez (Guatemala); Ahmed Hassan El-
Borai (Egypt); Abdelhamid El Jamari (Morocco); Arthur Shatto Gakwandi (Uganda); Prasad 
Kariyawasam (Sri Lanka); Jose Serrano Brillantes (Philippines); and Azad Taghizade (Azerbaijan). 
Mr. Kariyawasam is the Chairperson. The Vice-Chairpersons are Mr. Brillantes, Ms. Dieguez and 
Mr. El-Borai. The Rapporteur is Mr. Alba. 
 
The next session of the Committee will be held from 12 to 16 December 2005 in Geneva. 
 
1. Methods of Work 
 
The Committee made several changes to its methods of work. It, for example, adopted provisional 
guidelines regarding the structure and subject matter of the initial State party reports, and also 
agreed upon the manner in which these reports will be examined. It determined that the Committee 
would generally follow the example of other treaty bodies in considering State parties’ reports. 
Specifically, the Committee decided that it will appoint two country rapporteurs for each initial report, 
and that it will draft a list of issues that will be sent to the State party concerned one session prior to 
the session in which the report is to be considered. That State party can then respond to these 
issues in writing, which will supplement the information provided by the delegation during the oral 
consideration of the report before the Committee. The Committee also amended its rules of 
procedure by adopting an amendment that calls for summary records of the Committee’s meetings.  
 
The Committee met with the Rapporteur for the harmonisation of reporting under the treaty bodies, 
Mr. Kamel Filali, and decided that to harmonise and simplify reporting, the guidelines on an 
expanded core document and treaty-specific reports should be followed. In this context the 
Committee, however, also stressed that the harmonisation of the working methods of the treaty 
bodies should not prevent each treaty body from retaining its core competence.  
   
2. Rights-based approach to migration 
 
The Committee met with High Commissioner for Human Rights Louise Arbour, who noted the 
increased attention States and international organisations are paying to the management of 
migration related issues. She said that in this light it is of great significance to engage in a rights-
based approach to migration. Among other things she emphasised the importance of State parties 
complying with their reporting obligations so that the Committee can begin to carry out its main duty 
of considering States reports.  
 
3. Consultation with State parties 
 
The Committee met with State parties to the Convention. States present included Azerbaijan, 
Colombia, Ecuador, El Salvador, Mexico, Senegal and Turkey. The Chairperson, Mr. Kariyawasam, 
noted that four important States ratified the Convention since the Committee’s last meeting, 
including the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya (Libya), which he described as the first labour receiving State 
to ratify, bringing the total number of States parties to 29.  
 
The discussions with State parties mainly centred on the drafting of the initial State party reports as 
well as the manner in which these reports will be examined. Many State party representatives 
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welcomed the Committee’s provisional reporting guidelines and some representatives discussed 
the benefit of imparting to the State party a list of issues prior to the consideration of the report by 
the Committee. Other representatives stressed the importance of there being a constructive 
dialogue between Committee members and State party representatives.  
 
The Committee also heard advice from States. For example, Ecuador and Mexico suggested that 
the Committee participate in other UN fora relating to migrants while El Salvador encouraged 
aggressive promotion of the Convention to address the lack of ratifications by receiving States. 
Mexico also encouraged the Committee to take into account the work of other international bodies 
on migration, including NGOs such as December 18th.  
 
The Committee also sought comments from the State parties on how follow-up to the Concluding 
Observations should be structured and on alternative reports. Colombia, Ecuador and Mexico, in 
particular, provided comprehensive responses and voiced their opinions on many aspects of the 
Committee’s procedure. The Committee was adamant in its calls for greater promotion both of 
ratification and awareness of the Convention. It also encouraged States to include information in 
their reports on their citizens abroad. 
 
The Committee expressed concern about not yet having received any reports from State parties. All 
States, except Turkey, informed the Committee that they are currently at various stages of 
preparing reports and some explained the reasons for the delay in submission, while others 
described briefly the measures they are taking domestically to adhere to their Convention 
responsibilities or raised specific concerns regarding migrants rights, for example, trafficking and 
the impact of counter-terrorism measures. Overall, the Committee called for the submission of 
reports, noting that they are flexible regarding the guidelines for format and content of initial reports.  
 
The Chairperson, Mr. Kariyawasam, said that although the issue of non-reporting was of great 
importance, he considered that the Committee, as a recently constituted body that had not yet 
examined a country report, would be well advised to reserve its judgement for the time being. He 
noted that the third inter-committee meeting had recommended in its report that the secretariat 
produce a comprehensive report highlighting the situation with regard to non-reporting by States 
parties and reports that were overdue. Mr. Kariyawasam argued that the Committee should await 
the findings of that report.  
 
4. Consultation with NGOs 
 
The Committee met with representatives of several non-governmental organisations (NGOs). 
Represented NGOs included Amnesty International, December 18th, Franciscans International, the 
International Catholic Migrations Commission, the International Centre for Migration and Health, the 
Migrant Forum Asia, Migrants Rights International, the World Federation of Trade Unions and the 
World Organisation Against Torture. Some of these NGOs are members of the International NGO 
Platform on the Migrant Workers’ Convention (the “Platform”). The Committee commended the 
initiation of the Platform as well as the contribution that civil society is making to the promotion of 
the ratification of the Convention. One Committee member, Mr. Carrión-Mena, stated that NGOs 
play a particularly important role in persuading the governments of industrialised countries to ratify 
the Convention.  
 
Another focus of the meeting was the role of NGOs in regard to the consideration of States parties’ 
reports. Mr. Kariyawasam suggested, among other things, that the Committee should first hold a 
plenary meeting together with NGOs for a first reading of the report under consideration. He 
suggested that the list of issues could then be drafted in a subsequent, closed meeting. Another 
matter discussed was the presentation by NGOs of written submissions prior to the consideration of 
reports, as well as NGO involvement in days of general discussion. 
  
5. General Day of Discussion 
 



Committee on the Protection of the Rights of all Migrant Workers and Members of their Families  
2nd session, Geneva, 25 to 29 April 2005 

 

International Service for Human Rights 

In order to contribute to the high-level dialogue of the General Assembly in 2006 on international 
migration and development, the Committee decided to schedule a General Day of Discussion at its 
third session in December on the topic: "Protecting the rights of all migrant workers as a tool to 
enhance development". It was argued that this topic of discussion would give the Committee the 
opportunity to highlight the human rights approach to migration and development. 
 
 
 
 
 


