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The third session of the Committee on the Protection of the Rights of Migrant Workers and Members of their 
Families met from 12 to 16 December 2005. The Committee monitors the implementation of the International 
Convention on the Protection of the Rights of all Migrant Workers and Members of their Families by its State 
parties. In this session it looked at the list of issues for Mail and Mexico, the first two countries to be considered 
by this Committee. 
 
1. Adoption of agenda 

 
Under rule 6 of the Committee’s provisional rules of procedure, the Committee first adopted its agenda before 
discussing its program of work and dates for the future sessions. The Committee also discussed the list of issues 
to be discussed during the consideration of Mali and Mexico’s initial reports.  
   

Mali - Initial Report 
  
The Committee adopted its list of issues on the initial report of Mali that will be sent to the Government of 
Mali. The public examination of report Mali (CMW/C/MLI/1) is scheduled for the Committee’s fourth session in 
April 2006. Mali is the first country that will present its report to the young Committee. On the 13th December, 
during a private session the Committee experts also met with the NGO’s, UN agencies and 
Intergovernmental organizations to prepare for the consideration of the initial report of Mali. Those attending 
were Amnesty International, International Catholic Migrations Commission, MIREDES International, Human 
Rights Watch, the Arunodhaya Migrants Initiatives (AMI) and the Asia Pacific Forum on Women, Law and 
Development (APWLD). Also present were National Employment Law Project (American University the 
Washington College of Law), the International Labor Organization and the Asia Research Institute, at the 
University of Singapore. 

 
  

Mexico - Initial Report  
 
Mexico is the second country whose initial report will be considered in the Committee. The list of issues for the 
consideration of Mexico’s initial report has not yet been adopted. This will take place at the next session of the 
Committee. A large number of NGO’s representing the Mexican migrants as well as other Latin American 
Migrant Workers groups were present at the session. MIREDES International (a newly established network of 
organisations and associations of migrants, refugee, displaced persons and communities) called for the 
establishment of a permanent forum where migrants can express their concerns1. 

 
  

 2.   Methods of work 
 
Under this Item the Committee discussed both treaty body reform and the working methods of the 
Committee in respect of the consideration of Initial Reports by State parties. The Committee also discussed 
ways and means of strengthening existing cooperation with various relevant bodies to enhance the promotion 
and protection of the rights of migrant workers. 
 

                                                 
1MIREDES serves as an umbrella for numerous migrant organisations around the globe and has been active in providing 
written statements at the Committee’s sessions as well as being responsible for the Declaration of New York by Migrants, 
Refugees and  the Displaced regarding the Final Report of the Global Commission on International Migration (GCIM) 
October 2005 
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In his opening address, the chairperson drew attention to the 17th meeting of the chairpersons of human rights 
treaty bodies, held in Geneva June 2005, and its meeting with the members of the Expanded Bureau of the 61st 
session of the Commission on Human Rights (the Commission) to discuss proposals for the reform of the UN 
human rights treaty body system, such as the establishment of a unified standing treaty body and replacing the 
Commission with a Human Rights Council. As one of the seven treaty bodies affected by the proposed reform, 
the Committee has been asked to discuss the issues and to submit its views. The main issues of discussion 
were the following; the idea of harmonised reporting guidelines calling for the secretariat to analyse the extent to 
which States parties conform with the existing reporting guidelines (Mr. Gawkwandi was designated to represent 
the Committee in the technical working group), the recommendation of a working group on reservations to 
consider an updated version of the report on reservations (Mr. El Borai was designated as the Committee’s 
representative to the group), question on the standardization of terminology, the presence of a focal point to 
liaise with specialized agencies and other bodies of the United Nations system and drafting joint comments on 
issues of common concern with other treaty bodies. Lastly, the Chairperson proposed that the Committee issue 
a public statement on its response to the report of the Global Commission on International Migration, entitled 
“Migration in an interconnected world”. Comments and amendments were received on the draft paragraph which 
was published in a press release at the end of the session. 
 
2. Day of general discussion 
 
The day of general discussion was on protecting the rights of all migrant workers as a tool to enhance 
development. The discussion was divided in two sections with the first half centered around protection of the 
human rights of migrant workers and members of their families and its impact on development in the country of 
origin; while the afternoon dealt with the protection of the human rights of migrant workers and members of their 
families and its impact on development in the country of employment. Amongst the panelists were United 
Nations Special Rapporteur on Human Rights of Migrants (Mr. Jorge Bustamante), Senior Migration Specialist at 
the International Labor Organization (Patrick Taran) and the Independent Expert from the University of Leicester 
(Mr. Ryszard Cholewinski). 
 
Participants also included representatives of Permanent Missions and NGO’s who took up various issues. They 
raised amongst other things, opportunities to implement projects in countries of origin to facilitate the return of 
migrant workers and their families and to enhance their socio-economic re-integration; the development of 
cooperation strategies to strengthen and build up social capital through the establishment of social funds for 
development in the most vulnerable areas that are most exposed to emigration; the dangers of exploitation 
especially for women economic migrants; a suggestion for a permanent forum wherein the actors in the field of 
migration could state their views; the need for a forum to better guide all to find long term solutions to problems 
linked to migrant workers and the provision emergency medical services to migrant workers among others. 
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