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Information submitted to the Committee

State report

On 7 May 2007, Bolivia submitted its first periodieport to the Committee on Migrant Workers (the
Committee)' The 44-page report contains an examination ofhtt®nal implementation of Parts | to VI of
the International Convention on the Protection of thgh®s of All Migrant Workers and Members of Their

1 CMW/C/BOL/1, 7 May 2007, available atww2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cmw/cmws08.htm
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Families (the Convention), with a specific focus on theatieihship between international and national law.
The report aims to explain how national legislataigns with the articles of the Convention. Howgva
many instances, it only provides a description aianal legislation, without any explanation on hthwese
compare to the guarantees contained in the Comreniihe report also describes the mechanisms and
structures in place to guarantee the rights irCibevention.

List of issues

On 14 December 2007, the Committee provided theofisssues to the Stafeln general, the Committee
requested disaggregated data, statistics and mpecifurther information in various fields. The massues
related to legislation; status of the Convention national law; implementation of the Convention;
classification of migrants; the situation of Pearvimigrants in Bolivia; consular assistance; chalobur in
sugar cane and mining sectors; expulsion proceduigist to a nationality and education for migrant
children; medical care for undocumented migrameedom of expression; social security; tax on remdes;
right to vote; employment of migrants; and traffick The State respondedo the list of issues shortly
before its examination and therefore, it could bettranslated into any of the other United Nati{dhl)
working languages on time. The Committee voicedatscern on this to the delegation, commenting tthiat
made it difficult for some Committee members toetakto account the State’s replies in the formalatf
their comments and questions. Furthermore, Bobviagplies were not available to the other stakedrsld
present during the session.

Information from other stakeholders

One non-governmental organisation (NGO), Mesa Tecde Migraciones (MTM), and the Ombudsman of
Bolivia submitted alternative reports to the Contegf MTM submitted two reports, one in April and
another in November 2007. The first report providegensive responses to the list of issues that the
Committee presented to the State. The second rpparides a series of comments on the State repbig.
NGO points out the structural weakness of the Staltéch does not guarantee the rights of migrankess

in practise. The main issues raised by MTM incldlde lack of statistics and official data on migpati
absence of national laws that apply the Conventik of programmes and policies on migratiolack of
training programmes for public officials; the fabtat NGOs were not consulted in the preparatiothef
report; abuse and discrimination suffered by Balng in Argentina, Brazil and Spain; discriminatagainst
Peruvian workers in Bolivia; exploitation of chitr in the sugar cane and mining sectors; working
conditions of domestic workePsrollective expulsions and the violation of thengiple ofnon-refoulement
access to education of children of migrant workdreedom of expression; freedom of religion; social
security benefits; involvement in trade union management or orgaitisatas grounds for expulsion;
violation of human rights in detention facilitigacrease on the tax on remittances; right to betete and
discrimination between nationals and foreigners.

The report of the Ombudsman examines each artictaeoConvention in turn, and explains whethersit i
respected or not. It underlines that even thoughQbnstitution guarantees and respects human ritjet® is
still evidence of discrimination and stigmas. Thaimissues of concern include discrimination and
xenophobia against migrant workers; deficienciemirastructure, food and health; trafficking; chlhbour;
and the situation of internally displaced persaspecially migrant women from the north of Potddie
report recommends that the State widely dissemimdtemation on the rights of migrant workers; deea
public policies and programmes on migration; arehte partnerships between the State, migrants ogersl

CMW/C/BOL/Q/1, 14 December 2007, availablevatw?2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cmw/cmws08.htm
CMW/C/BOL/Q/1/Add.1, available atww?2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cmw/cmws08.htm

Both are available atww?2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cmw/cmws08.htm

Also raised in the report of the Ombudsman.

Also raised in the report of the Ombudsman.

Also raised in the report of the Ombudsman.
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and international cooperation institutions. It mportant to note that even though the report of the
Ombudsman underlines issues of concern, it isdeisal than the reports submitted by MTM.

Themes and Issues

The delegation of Bolivia was headed by Ms AngeNavarro, Permanent Representative of Bolivia & th
United Nations Office at Geneva. She was accomgddoyeMs Maysa Urena, Counsellor at the Permanent
Mission. The Committee expressed its disappointmamd concern that Bolivia could not send any
representatives from its capital for the examimatibhis restricted the possibilities of having anstouctive
dialogue, as it was difficult for Ms Navarro and Msena to respond to the Committee’s questionsawith
any experts from the capital. The delegation ergldithat Bolivia is currently undertaking many ates,
such as adopting a new constitution, preparingther visit of two UN special rapporteurs, as well as
preparing the present report. Therefore, represeasafrom the capital did not have enough timeravel

and could not bear the expenses of travelling toe@a.

Ms Navarro presented Bolivia’s first periodic rejpand updated the Committee on recent developm$hts.
noted that Bolivia is going through important sécplitical and economic changes. She explained tine
current Government is carrying the burden of ‘atrearely bureaucratic and very conservative governime
structure inherited from previous administrationghich is a very difficult challenge. Ms Navarroestsed
that Bolivia is bringing itself up to date in theell of human rights, including reporting to tredigdies,
receiving visits from special procedures, openingCdfice of the High Commissioner for Human Rights
(OHCHR) in La Paz in the near future, and beingtel& to the Human Rights Council. She also predeate
series of legislative measures and institutionainges that the Government has undertaken in codsztter
protect the rights of migrants.

A few new issues as well as numerous follow-up tjoles to the Committee’s list of issues were raised
during the discussions. Ms Dieguez, the countryapmporteur, welcomed the initiatives and programmes
mentioned in Bolivia’'s report and statement. Howesgble noted a lack of detail in some of Boliviegplies

as well as considerable discrepancies in the dataded. Near the end of the session, Mr Brillanteg
other co-rapporteur, commented on the delegatioalsility to give more factual responses, and ersjseal
that the accuracy of the information given to th@nnittee plays a crucial role in the success ofethigre
exercise.

The lack of supporting data and the imprecisiosarfie of the information provided by the delegatimeant

that some important questions were insufficienthgvweered or even completely unanswered. There was a
sense of frustration among members of the Comnmitfee had to pose the same questions repeatedly and
often failed to obtain satisfactory answers. Itvigrth noting that, partly in relation to these iffities, the
session ended an hour and a half earlier than atgded

Status of the Convention under domestic law

Bolivia acceded to thinternational Convention on the Protection of thigtRs of All Migrant Workers and
Members of Their Familieghe Convention) in 2000, with no reservations.

In introducing the report, Ms Navarro noted thaerethough Bolivia still does not have a specifiw @
protect the rights enshrined in the Convention,cimeent legal framework does contain provisiors ttover
the rights and interests of migrants. She furthaead that the Government, with the support of NGSs,
constantly undertaking action for the promotion dresemination of the Convention.

International Service for Human Rights 3
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The Committee enquired about the status of the @uian under Bolivian law and requested examples of
instances in which the Convention was directly kaa before or by national tribunals. In response, t
delegation drew the Committee’s attention to thet fhat Bolivia is currently undergoing constitutéd and
legislative reforms and noted that the status ef@lonvention cannot be ascertained before the &ttiso
process. Ms Urena further noted that she couldeauall a specific instance when the Convention cama

a judiciary proceeding, and explained that mospuiss relating to migrant workers are resolved ugho
non-judicial means.

Bolivia was also asked to expand on the applicatidegislative, administrative and other measyesinent

to implement the Convention. In particular, it wasked to provide information on the compatibility o
Decree No. 244238n the legal regime of migration with the ConventiMs Dieguez noted that the decree,
which is only an administrative act, is insufficieand called on Bolivia to work on a migration bi8he
further noted that the decree is ‘full of uncongtdanal elements’, and wanted to know what artitiad been
declared unconstitutional and removed. Several Citteenmembers also asked for clarification of theé¢
categories of immigration which appear in the decreamely spontaneous, planned and selective
immigration® The delegation was also asked to give detailshenatork of the National Migration Service
(SENAMIG), which was described in the report as thain body governing the entry and departure of
migrant persons in Bolivia. The Chairperson, wh@ressed particular interest in Bolivia's institutad
structure, wished to be given a description of Ways in which the SENAMIG and its ‘support units’
coordinate with each other.

Ms Navarro explained that Bolivia is following tmecommendations made by various treaty bodies and
special procedures. On the Constitution, she exgththat President Morales is committed to estaibigsa
Constitutive Assembly, where indigenous groups élrepresented for the first time. Everyone’s @avill

be taken into account in the drafting of the Cduastin, which will be adopted by referendum. Ms Hao
specified that Article 27 will give the right to teto Bolivians living abroad as well as to foreags living in
Bolivia. On the three categories of immigration, Mavarro stated that that is a difficult questiorahswer
because she could not recall any instance wheyehtéiee been applied in practice. She stated tlealighis
only on paper and assured that the matter will dilesl once the migration plan that is currentlynge
elaborated is implemented.

Staying within the topic of Bolivia’s legal and titational framework, Mr Alba requested clarificai
regarding the mechanisms in place to receive caniplan human rights issues from migrant workers. H
sought precision regarding a reference in Boliviattiten replies to the list of issues to ‘inspeates’ who
call employers and settle controversies througapéidrmethod. He noted that this was characterised as an
alternative to the judicial process. He asked forerinformation about this alternative mechanismval as

the judicial mechanism.

Ms Urena explained that there are two ways in whigmplaints of human rights violations from foreign
workers are dealt with, namely ‘the rapid way’ atieé judicial way’. The rapid way consists of sulttinig

the dispute in question to the Ombudsman, who thieses the matter with the State authority involvEude
Ombudsman follows up the case until a satisfacgwlution for both parties is found. In Ms Urena’s
recollection, there have been no cases broughtdqgudiciary involving immigrants, refugees or asyt
seekers. With the support of NGOs, many partiee Haund satisfactory compensation without having to
resort to the judicial means.

In its concluding observatiort$, the Committee encouraged Bolivia to strengtheneit®rts to fully
incorporate the Convention into domestic law, eastlat a Migration Law fully harmonised with
international treaties is promptly adopted, as wveall strengthen the legal framework by accepting the

8 Mr El-Borai, Ms Poussi Konsimbo, Mr El-Jamri.
° Paragraph 26, CMW/C/BOL/Q/1/Add.1, availablexaiw?2.ohchr.org/english/bodies/cmw/cmws08.htm
10 CMW/C/BOL/CO/1, 24 April 2008, paragraph 14.
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competence of the Committee to receive individuahplaints and ratifying ILO conventions on migrant
workers. The Committee further recommended thaitvigoktrengthen its efforts to inform migrant worke
about the administrative and judicial remedies labée and to address their complaints in the mffstive
manner.

The Committee also invited Bolivia to intensifyitiag for all officials working in the area of migfion. It
also encouraged the State to take the necessqy ®teensure access by migrant workers to infoonati
about their rights under the Convention. In additihe Committee encouraged the State to contimweotk
with civil society organisations in order to disseate information and to promote the Convention.

Migration data and statistics

In introducing the report, Ms Navarro noted thaibgllisation had caused an increase of migrationsflm
the world, and Bolivia in particular had becomeoartry of origin, transit and destination of migienShe
informed the Committee that one percent of the fadfmn in Bolivia were foreigners. She added that
between 20 and 25 percent of the Bolivian popufaliced abroad, mainly in Spain, Argentina and tHe,
and mainly due to unemployment. She explainedttr@Government was implementing the National Pfan o
Development in order to create new sources of eynpdat.

Almost all of the Experts commented on the lacklatia on migration flows. Ms Navarro acknowledged th
concern and noted that it was also the Governmesit @ have data, but that unfortunately, there nats
any and that they had to work with estimates. Mendrfurther explained that it is difficult for awdry like
Bolivia, with limited resources and almost 7000kiletres of border to cover, to monitor and coraibthe
transboundary movements of persons. She explaivadiata is more readily available regarding moveme
across the northern border with Peru, the Southerder with Chile and Argentina, and the Westerrdbo
with Brazil. However, data it is difficult to trackhovements across the Amazon to Brazil as wellhas t
Northern border with Brazil.

Concerning the figures Bolivia provided in its refpdvir Alba asked the delegation to clarify the odfs
reference to 10,000 to 12,000 foreigners comind@adivia daily. According to Ms Urena, this number
referred to all types of foreigners entering therdoy, including tourists, immigrants and temporamgrants.

The Committee encouraged the State to create alstatabase in line with all aspects of the Coneenti
including systematic and disaggregated data aslddoeffective migration policy and for the apgtion of
the various provisions of the Convention. When geednformation this is not possible, for instarvegh
respect to migrant workers in irregular situatitime Committee would appreciate receiving data based
studies or estimated assessments.

Documentation and regularisation

In her opening statement, Ms Navarro acknowledfeddelay in issuing identity documents, but noteat t
the Government is working to improve the situatith the support of the International Organization
Migration (IOM). She explained that there is a pabjto install appropriate software and hardwarnenfarove
the services at the offices of SENAMIG.

The Chairperson and the Ms Dieguez-Arevalo, ratbedissue of delays in issuing documents to foreign
workers in Bolivia and expressed concern that #uk lof documentation may lead to lack of protection
Regarding irregular or undocumented migrants invBml Mr Cubias expressed serious doubts on theiway
which the issue is being dealt with. He noted that information provided to the Committee focused o
Bolivians in an irregular situation abroad but antundocumented foreigners in Bolivia.

International Service for Human Rights 5
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According to Ms Urena, the Bolivian Government isage of the concerns that the delays raise and is
currently looking for solutions. She further reassuthe Committee that it has undertaken efforterisure
that those who have begun the procedures are giequate protection. She also made reference i@We
project mentioned by Ms Navarro. On Bolivia's pgliowards undocumented migrants, Ms Urena statsd th
Bolivia does not practice detention, imprisonmengxpulsion of aliens for lack of documents. Howewhe
recognised that these provisions need to be erghiina migration bill.

Noting the vagueness of Bolivia’s response on esipoldecisions, the Committee invited it to endsiimat
migrant workers and members of their families andy cexpelled pursuant to a decision taken by the
competent authority in conformity with the law, athéit this decision can be reviewed on appealrthér
recommended that the State take all the appropraasures to make regularisation procedures more
accessible, including through the revision of farielimination of delays, and setting up a protectegime

for migrants during the time in which their migratstatus is being decided.

Trafficking and smuggling

In her introductory remarks, Ms Navarro noted tBalivia has already implementddaw 3325 which
criminalises trafficking and smuggling of persomgth aggravating circumstances when the victims are
children or adolescents. In addition, the NatioGalncil on Trafficking and Smuggling has been @dat
under the Ministry of Justice to establish mechasi®n these issues. However, she acknowledgethtrat

is more work to be done, especially in creatingtreanfor victims, and noted that this shortageus tb
financial constraints.

Ms Dieguez-Arevalo welcomed the existence of a pa@hibiting trafficking and smuggling of personsitb
wished to know what further actions are plannea: &Bo noted that the report does not give enoetls

on trafficking and smuggling. For instance, shalinegd whether there is a mechanism to identifyimstwho

require protection. Furthermore, while appreciating establishment of hostels and other measurasl|fo
victims, she expressed her concern about the faickaymation on preventive measures.

Ms Urena agreed with comments from the Committaettie report had not sufficiently highlighted therk
that is being done in Bolivia to combat smugglimgl arafficking, particularly in the highlands. Seeessed
that the media is giving more attention to thisiessMoreover, police are carrying out sweeps iAlE in an
effort to uncover smuggling and criminal networks.

Mr Alba asked for clarification on the meaning péfsonal and immediate intervention’ by consuldicialls
in the event of suspected trafficking and smugglasgreferred to in paragraph 66 of Bolivia's venittreplies
to the list of issues. However, the delegationratitiaddress this question during the session.

While noting Bolivia’s willingness to address thssue of trafficking and smuggling, the Committee
encouraged Bolivia to create mechanisms to famlitiae identification of migrant vulnerable groupsch as
refugees and victims of trafficking in illegal olandestine movements of migrant workers and memters
their families. The Committee also requested iintpose effective sanctions on persons and/or greums
orchestrate or assist such movements, and to @aeyagdropriate assistance to the victims.

Women migrant workers

Ms Dieguez-Arevalo showed much interest in womegramit workers. She was particularly concerned about
an NGO report alleging that Bolivian women workarsArgentina and Brazil as well as Bolivian women
domestic workers in Spain suffer a range of abuSé® also noted that Bolivia failed to inform the
Committee about efforts undertaken to deal witharesequences of migration for those who are Iefiria,
especially children or adolescents whose mothersk vetoroad. According to press reports, this group
encounters more difficulties and abuse than childvkose parents live in Bolivia.

International Service for Human Rights 6
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Ms Urena confirmed that there is a clear trend tdwahe feminisation of Bolivia’'s overseas workesbe
pointed out that most women leave the country allggto work in Argentinean textile mills, and aite
mistrust of the Government as one of the main caakéhis phenomenon. She reassured the Comntité¢e t
the current Government is taking steps to regagnttast of Bolivian migrants. Concerning the effeof
migration on family members who are left behind, Wiena told the Committee that both the Government
and NGOs are closely monitoring this question. didigon, she stated that the Ombudsman is currently
carrying out a study on the subject.

Regional initiatives on migration

In her opening statement, Ms Navarro expresseddwet that the vast majority of Bolivians who have
emigrated are in an irregular situation in the d¢agas of destination and, consequently, vulnerableuman
rights violations. In order to address this sitoiatithe Government has undertaken two main inrgati The
first is the inclusion of a provision on respect foternational human rights in bilateral and niateral
agreements. The second initiative is the reviewhefservices provided by Bolivian consulates irfiedént
countries. This includes the creation of ‘mobilesadlates’, where consular staff visit Bolivian commities

to facilitate their access to services.

In this regard, the Committee asked the delegatidarther elaborate on regional and bilateral iéféo deal
with migration issues, especially in relation tanhing, monitoring and gathering data on movemaatsss
borders. In response, the delegation recognisedrtpertance of regional cooperation and claimed tha
country is li2r1creasingly active in regional discossi within the MERCOSUR and the Andean Community
of Nations.

Both Ms Navarro and Ms Urena made reference toPdeia Grande Plan which was implemented by
Argentina as a model for Bolivia and as a starpomt towards the free of movement of workers wntthe
region. Ms Urena also mentioned Bolivia’s partitipa in the annual South American Conference on
migration, which, in her view, contributes to thartmonisation of migration policies in the regiorhege
regular dialogues help to gradually change theudti of those states that continue to view mignatie a
security issue. During the"5South American Conference on Migration, a dediamatvas made by States
recognising the full range of migrants’ rights. Meena also stressed the importance of bilaterabtieggns,
and noted that in Bolivia's reply to the Committedist of issues, there is a list of bilateral agnents
entered into by Bolivia. New agreements have alsenbsigned since. According to Ms Urena, bilateral
agreements have ‘become almost routine’ for Balivia

Furthermore, Ms Urena explained that civil socigtyups hold yearly ‘alternative encounters’ on raigm
issues in parallel to the intergovernmental mestiiuring the % civil society forum, a declaration was
made on the justiciability of migrants’ rights. THelegation was asked by the Chairperson to elsdogon
its expectations of these annual civil society nmggst but it failed to do so.

Services for Bolivians abroad

The delegation questioned about the protectionigeovto Bolivians working overseas. Firstly, Ms Quez
requested more information about the work of theated ‘mobile consulates’ mentioned by Ms Navarro
Ms Urena explained that this consists of havingsatar staff visit Bolivian communities with a vietw
proposing a number of consular services to theneyThay also propose temporary documents in view of
processing regular ones. This has the double perpbgnsuring that Bolivian migrants are proteched

' The members of MERCOSUR are Argentina, Paraguayglihy, and Brazil.
2 The members of the Andean Community are Bolivisip@bia, Ecuador, and Peru.
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gathering data in order to better estimate the rurabBolivians abroad. This system has already lpeg in
place in Argentina, where discrepancies in theréguare becoming clear.

Moreover, Ms Dieguez-Arevalo, considered the impasiof a 1 percent tariff on remittances of a eabf
less than or equal to 1000 US dollars to be anitappmeasure, and asked the delegation for mdadsien
this. With regard to the figure of 800 million USIkrs in remittances cited in Bolivia’s reporteséxpressed
concern that it is too low and does not seem b*jwith the other figures provided. Ms Navarro fioned
that there is a 1 percent tax on remittances, biritgd out that it is a temporary measure on spdivel
capital that enters Bolivia. With regard to the 88lion US dollars of remittances, Ms Navarro eaipkd
that these figures come from the Central Bank, Wincly records formal movements of capital. Sheeddd
that Bolivians abroad tend not to use banks to semakey to Bolivia.

Mr Brillantes asked the delegation whether theeepaovisions under Bolivian law for the repatriatiof the
remains of Bolivian workers who die abroad. Ms Wreareplied that repatriation is possible through an
informal process which involves the foreign St&elivian consular representatives abroad, as veeN@Os.
The foreign state facilitates legal and administeaprocedures, while the relevant Bolivian Embaasy
NGOs gather financial resources.

Furthermore, Mr Kariyawasam posed a question op@tpneasures for Bolivian returnees and help their
reintegration into Bolivian society. Ms Urena sththat discussions on the issue are ongoing al#tienal
Migration Service, but a tangible solution has yett been found. She mentioned that NGOs in Bolnaae
been active on the matter, and added that it maydbeful for Bolivia if the Committee makes some
recommendations.

Taking note of the absence of mechanisms to famliteturn and reintegration, the Committee inviletivia

to adopt relevant measures and to consider setprigcal institutional mechanisms to facilitate tlwbuntary
return of migrant workers and members of their feesj as well as their durable social and cultural
reintegration.

Migrants’ access to basic services

Bolivia was asked by several Committee memberdanfy if the current system allows migrants to ess
jobs and basic services such as basic educatialthbare, and social security.

Ms Urena affirmed that access to basic educatiéreésfor nationals and non-nationals. Childremigrants

in an irregular situation acquire Bolivian natidbathrough the principle ofus solis® and, thus, also have
access to education services. Public universitiesecessible to all on the condition that the iappts pass

an entrance exam. Ms Urena stated that healtheaveess in Bolivia have so far focused on motherd a
children. The Universal Health Insurance for Mogheand Children (SUMI) provides universal,
comprehensive healthcare free of charge for pragwamen from the start of their pregnancy up to six
months after giving birth, as well as to childremonmi birth to 5 years of age. She affirmed that the
Government plans to extend this programme to thelavipopulation. Access to social security is not
universal in Bolivia; the system only covers fuihe workers. Ms Urena emphasised that the former
administration put in place a system of temporagrkacontracts that allows some employers to sidp-st
their social security obligations, depriving botbliBian and foreign temporary workers of social ey
coverage. The current administration plans to refand extend this coverage in the future. Ms Ufarther
stated that there are no restrictions on foreigraarsess to the job market. However, a generaltaberof
employment opportunities affects both foreign aocal workers. The Government is currently looking t
generate more stable employment opportunities girdurther developments in the gas industry and the
promotion of micro-business.

13 Birthright citizenship.
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Other issues

Participation of civil society

Ms Dieguez expressed concern that, according @@ report, NGOs were not allowed to participatéhie
drafting of the State report that was submittetheoCommittee. Stressing the important role playetlGOs

in clarifying a country’s migration situation, Msidyuez and Mr Brillantes asked the delegation sxdee
the relations between the Government and civiletgcias well as the degree of participation of NGOihe
preparation of the report. Ms Urena emphasisedtligaturrent Government has good relations with NGO
Nevertheless, she admitted, due to time constraimisother organisational problems, the Governrhadt
failed to consult with NGOs in the elaboration @k tnational report and the reply to the list ofuess
submitted to the Committee.

Family reunification

Mr Sevim enquired about rules and regulations omilfa reunification. In particular, he requested
information on whether there is a waiting periofobe family members can join a migrant worker inia,

and whether there is an age limit for children.also asked under what circumstances family menbess
obtain residence or work permits as well as acttegslucation and other services. Ms Urena repliegply

that although family reunification is among the @ovnent’s priorities, there are no formal normsiade.

She also suggested that the Committee could hedpBiblivian Government in this particular area.
Concerning foreign spouses of Bolivian nationals Wrena spoke from her personal experience that the
process of regularisation takes two to three weakd, thereafter foreign spouses have the sames ragit
access to governmental services as nationals.

Child labour

Ms Dieguez welcomed the establishment of an intstitutional body and a national plan for the eration

of child labour. However, she also noted that thBomal report mentions that child labour is linkedthe
sugar cane harvest and the mining industry. In eotion to this, she asked if this concerns justivigar
children, or if it also concerns Peruvian childneho accompany their families as part of the sedsona
migration. Ms Navarro responded that labour in ¢hesglustries is mainly performed by adults. Howegée
admitted that there are also children in the figddd in the mines, who are sometimes subject wesia
These children were Bolivian.

In its concluding observations, the Committee eraged the State party to support a comprehensingy st
on the situation of children of migrant familiesiflwthe aim of developing adequate strategies suentheir
protection and the full enjoyment of their rights.

Treatment of Peruvian migrants

In her opening statement, Ms Navarro admitted thete are certain discriminatory attitudes amonilipu
officials against Peruvian migrants, even thoughl#dgislation provides for equal treatment of nadis and
non-nationals.

In response to the clarification requested by tleeeguez-Arevalo on the treatment of Peruvian amitg,
Ms Urena stressed that the Ombudsman’s Office ikimp to prevent discrimination of any kind. She
affirmed that the awareness-raising campaign agdiasrimination, which took the form of two-minut&/
spots of dramatic situations, has had a big impacBolivian society. She also commented that with a
indigenous person as President, the current Bali@avernment has ‘a certain sensitivity’ towardtissue.

International Service for Human Rights 9
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Unionisation and participation in trade unions

Mr Sevim asked about migrant workers’ right to jaimd/or set up trade unionds Urena responded simply
that there is no law in place which explicitly pioiks this and foreigners who feel that it is ireithinterest
are free to join and/or set up trade unions.

Conclusions and next steps

In her final remarks, Ms Navarro thanked the Cortenitfor their questions and reiterated Bolivia’s
commitment to the promotion and protection of alimtan rights. She pointed out that Bolivia does not
actively promote emigration, but understands thas¢ who wish to migrate have the right to do s &8lso
made two suggestions. First, she stressed the toesdprove coordination among the various UN human
rights bodies, pointing out that Bolivia has hadstdomit four reports in four months. Second, slygested
that the Committee allow well-founded requestsctmcellations of State report presentations.

Ms Navarro reaffirmed that Bolivia is undergoingmgachanges, including a change in attitude andagmbr
towards migration. She recounted a personal stoBresident Morales, who has been a migrant hinaself
thus personally understands the need to proteatantsy She noted that this change in attitude,radha by
President Morales, has been reflected in a lotftdrént ways* Ms Navarro recognised that ‘there is a lot
that needs to be done,” but she was optimistic tthet current change in attitude is already a getsp
forward’.

The Chairperson expressed her appreciation forvadi participation in the discussions. He furtimeted
Bolivia's recognition of migrants’ contribution &ociety and hoped that Bolivia will take migrantgterests
into account in the ongoing reforms. He acknowledtt Bolivia is currently undergoing a lot of pickl

and socio-economic changes and is facing manyesigdlk, but warned that none of these fully justitiee
shortcomings raised by the Committee. He hopedttieatoncerns raised will be taken seriously, drad t
they will be thoroughly examined by the Governmdiite session ended one and a half hours earliar tha
scheduled.

The Committee requested that Bolivia submit it©oaegeriodic report by 1 July 2009.

Last revised and updated: 12 June 2008

* For example, consulates in Switzerland, UnitedeStaand Spain have adopted an open-door policyvatzbmes all Bolivians.
In general, foreign service employees stationedabare more willing to extend their services tdBans, including those in an
irregular situation.
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