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The 32nd session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child ("the Committee") considered reports 
submitted by eight countries – the Czech Republic, Estonia, Haiti, Iceland, Italy, the Republic of 
Korea, Romania and Viet Nam. As in previous sessions, the Committee dealt with issues such as 
co-ordination and monitoring systems for the implementation of the Convention on the Rights of 
the Child ("the Convention"); forms of discrimination; institutionalised and alternative care; corporal 
punishment and abuse; health (particularly HIV/AIDS); and the administration of juvenile justice.  
 
Reports by States 
 
Czech Republic (2nd periodic report) 
 
In considering the second periodic report of the Czech Republic, the Committee praised the State 
party for several developments including the enactment of new legislation regarding the protection 
against trafficking and commercial sexual exploitation of children; and its good maternal protection, 
including satisfactory maternity leave. Many concerns however did remain. 

Committee members observed that there lacked a central adequately mandated and 
resourced co-ordination mechanism for issues related to the implementation of the Convention and 
recommended that this be addressed by the State party. Further concerns relating to the general 
implementation measures of the Convention included the lack of follow-up to some of the 
Committee's previous recommendations, such as the development of a comprehensive policy on 
children and the failure of the State party to withdraw its reservation to Article 7, paragraph 1 of 
the Convention. Regarding the latter, members regretted that because of this reservation, adoptive 
parents were still able to register as the biological parents of an adopted child, thus making it 
difficult for a child to know its biological parents. Members also noted that the mandate of the 
Public Defender does not fully cover all implementation aspects of the Convention and thus 
recommended the State party to take into account the Committee's General Comment No. 2 on the 
role of national human rights institutions and establish an independent body to monitor the 
implementation of the Convention, including the investigation of individual complaints by children. 

While the principle of non-discrimination is enshrined in the Constitution (Article 2), 
members noted that it has not yet been fully integrated into all relevant legislation. They further 
worried over the negative attitude of regional/local authorities and police toward the Roma youth. 

Members worried over the ill-treatment and abuse committed against children in the family, 
the school and other institutions particularly against Roma children, and the lack of investigation 
into such incidences and failure of the State to provide an integrated system of services. They 
further noted that there is no legislation explicitly prohibiting corporal punishment. In this regard, 
the Committee made a series of recommendations to the State party including that it ensure that 
allegations of ill treatment by the police are promptly, thoroughly and impartially investigated by an 
independent authority; and that it develop an effective system for reporting and investigating cases 
of domestic violence and ill treatment and abuse of children within a child-sensitive inquiry and 
judicial procedure.  

The Committee was concerned over the institutionalisation of children. Members observed 
the growing number of children placed in institutions by preliminary injunction, which can only be 
revoked following a lengthy and complex procedure; the fact that all the principles of the 
Convention are not always observed in such circumstances; and the placing of children at 
significant distances from their parents among other things. The Committee also raised questions 
concerning: family contact; the right to appeal the decision to institutionalise a child; and the 
conditions and treatment of children. Once again, the Committee made extensive recommendations 
including the establishment at the local level of a mechanism for alternative care, and to facilitate 
and strengthen alternatives such as foster care; and the training of personnel in institutions. 
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Estonia (initial and 2nd periodic report) 
 
The Committee reviewed a consolidated initial and second periodic report, expressing 
dissatisfaction that the two reports had been submitted together. The Committee acknowledged 
that Estonia had come a long way in establishing itself as a democracy and had achieved a lot in 
the last ten years; European Union (EU) entry negotiations had helped bring about this progress. 
The Committee welcomed the adoption of new legislation such as the Juvenile Sanctions Act of 
1999, the Social Benefits for Disabled Persons Act of 1999, and the new Penal Code of 2002. It 
also welcomed the introduction of a system of family benefits and child allowances supporting 
parents and children. 

The Committee expressed its concern that Estonia had no comprehensive strategy regarding 
child rights and called for the implementation of a rights-based plan of action for children. The 
Committee was also concerned that the report contained no clear budget commitments to alleviate 
poverty and indicated a budgetary decline in percentage of Gross Domestic Product allocated to 
child welfare. 

Although Estonia has passed legislation in line with the Convention, it was not clear that 
measures had been taken to ensure good implementation of this legislation. Problems of 
implementation and co-ordination are exacerbated by disparity between regions and a lack of clarity 
on the division of responsibility for social services between municipal and central government. 

The Committee expressed concern that Russian, stateless and minority children (and their 
parents) were legislatively discriminated against and noted the very low rate of naturalisation (2%) 
among Russian and stateless children. It recommended that Estonia reduce the number of stateless 
children and improve the situation of non-citizens. 

Other issues addressed included: the prevalence of violence towards children, particularly 
school bullying; the large number of children placed in institutions and conditions in institutions; 
high repetition, dropout and non-attendance rates for school; and the establishment of a national 
Ombudsman for child rights. 

Overall, the Committee expressed concern over the gap between intention and 
implementation regarding child rights. 
 
Haiti (initial report) 
 
In considering the initial report of Haiti, the Committee recognised that the underlying problem 
affecting all areas of child rights in Haiti is poverty. GDP is decreasing, there is an unemployment 
rate of 70%, coupled with a 12% inflation rate, EU sanctions are in place, and international aid has 
been frozen. 

The Committee was concerned that Haiti had not ratified several international and regional 
treaties concerning the rights of child, particularly in regard to prevention of child trafficking. 

The Committee was deeply concerned by the situation of child domestic servants in Haiti. 
Poverty forces rural parents into placing children, usually girls under 12, with urban families as a 
servant ("restavek") in the hope that the child will gain a higher standard of education, housing and 
nutrition. In most cases, however, the children are denied education, beaten, raped and eventually 
abandoned and forced into prostitution. The Committee acknowledged that the Government 
discouraged domestic service, but that rural poverty abrogated such discouragement. The 
Committee expressed concern that the Government of Haiti was considering excluding the issue of 
child domestic service from its labour law, thereby leaving children even more vulnerable. The 
Committee also noted that the situation of child domestic service exacerbated the already 
increasing problems of street children, prostitution, sexual exploitation and international child 
trafficking. 

The Committee expressed concern at the exclusion of children from their rights due to 
overall systemic problems: a non-functioning parliament and judicial system; no Ombudsman’s 
office; a non-regulated education system; no budget allocation for child rights; and a lack of any 
system for data collection. It also noted a need to change general attitudes towards children, 
particularly in education and domestic service. 
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The Committee expressed concern at the predicament of stateless children of Haitian 
parents born in the Dominican Republic without registration who had then returned to Haiti. 

The Committee also urged the Government of Haiti to address the issues of: police brutality; 
domestic corporal punishment; and the widespread practice of unsupervised clandestine abortion 
(abortion being illegal in Haiti). Regarding the juvenile court system, the Committee noted with 
concern confusion over age of criminal responsibility, pre-trial detention for long periods and the 
possibility of parents placing children in prison. 

The Committee was worried by the paucity of healthcare provision regarding immunisation, 
Sexually Transmitted Diseases, HIV/AIDS, breastfeeding and access to clean water, particularly in 
rural areas. The Committee also expressed concern at the high infant, child and maternal mortality 
rate and the lack of any policy for the disabled. 

The Committee was also concerned by the quality of education: only 10% of teachers were 
trained; high incidents of sexual aggression and abuse of girls by teachers and other students 
leading to a high dropout rate; the exclusion from school of pregnant girls; the lack of regulation of 
private schools that make up the majority of schools; and people in their twenties still attending 
school to complete their primary education. 

The Committee recommended that in light of Haiti’s severe financial problems it was 
necessary for the Government to establish priorities concerning child rights so that best use could 
be made of the few resources available. 
 
Iceland (2nd periodic report) 
 
In reviewing the second periodic report of Iceland, the Committee noted the follow-up measures 
taken by the Government to the Committee's previous recommendations. It welcomed Iceland's 
ratification of the two Optional Protocols to the Convention (on the Rights of the Child on the 
Involvement of Children in Armed Conflict and on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, 
Child Prostitution and Child Pornography); its adoption of a 2002 Child Protection Act; and its 
adoption of a National Health Plan. 

Concerning the growing number of people in Iceland of foreign origin, the Committee noted 
positively efforts by the country to address their needs. However, it also noted that further efforts 
were necessary to address issues of racism that might arise result from a growing number of 
immigrants. It recommended that Iceland guarantee all children within its jurisdiction all the rights 
contained in the Convention. 

The Committee welcomed the establishment of several structures in Iceland through which 
children could make their views known, including the YouthNet Parliament. However, the 
Committee was concerned that children might not be provided with sufficient opportunity to input 
directly into policies that affect them. It recommended that Iceland strengthen its support for the 
YouthNet Parliament, including through the adequate provision of resources. 

The Committee welcomed Iceland's adoption of anti-bullying campaigns in many schools, as 
well as the inclusion of school courses in life skills. However, it was concerned at high dropout 
rates among immigrant children, particularly at secondary level. It recommended that Iceland 
strengthen its measures to address the problem. 

The Committee welcomed the newly adopted law on child pornography and of a 
Government study on the extent of child prostitution. However, it was concerned by the 
comparatively low age of sexual consent (14 years). It recommended that the necessary measures 
be taken to implement the recommendations contained in the Government report on the topic. 

The Committee recommended the establishment of a central authority to co-ordinate 
activities and efforts concerning children. It acknowledged the efforts made by Iceland in 
international co-operation concerning child rights and urged the Government to continue sharing its 
expertise with those in need. 
 
Italy (2nd periodic report) 
 
In reviewing the second periodic report of Italy, the Committee welcomed the establishment by the 
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Italian National Movement for Children of institutions for child rights and the movement’s policy of 
international co-operation. It also welcomed: the establishment of a special Parliamentarian 
Commission on Children and a National Observatory on Children; the setting up of a National 
Documentation and Analysis Centre for Children and Adolescents; the widespread inclusion of 
children with disabilities into mainstream schools; and the adoption of the country's Law 269/98 
against the exploitation of prostitution, pornography, and sexual tourism to the detriment of 
children. 

The Committee noted that despite recommendations made in response to Italy’s initial 
report, there remained a lack of co-ordination between the regions and the centre concerning 
budgetary allocation and implementation and monitoring of the Convention. The Committee noted 
that while Italy had abrogated laws that were in contradiction with the Convention, there was a 
lack of monitoring concerning the implementation of new laws. The Committee recommended the 
establishment of a national Ombudsman for child rights. It was also concerned by the reduction of 
resources allocated to the promotion and protection of child rights. 

The Committee expressed concern at discrimination against Roma and migrants, noting a 
lack of access to health, education and housing and police brutality. The Committee also noted a 
higher suicide and abortion rate amongst Roma and migrants and identified a greater need for social 
integration, particularly in education. The Committee strongly recommended new legislation 
regarding the recognition of children born outside of marriage. 

The Committee stated that too many children were in institutions and that too many of 
these children were foreign. The Committee also expressed concern that socially vulnerable 
children and child criminals were sometimes placed in care together. 

The Committee noted a need for greater motivation on the part of the regions to eliminate 
discrimination against children. It suggested therefore that co-ordination and monitoring would be 
very important in the future. 
 
Republic of Korea (2nd periodic report) 
 
The Committee welcomed the second periodic report of the Republic of Korea. Members 
particularly appreciated the enactment of the Special Act for Punishment of Domestic Violence 
(1997) and the Juvenile Protection Act (2000), which criminalizes persons involved in the purchase 
of sexual services from individuals under the age of 19. 

With regard to general measures of implementation, the Committee regretted the lack of 
effective follow-up of most of its previous recommendations, with specific reference to the 
prohibition of all forms of corporal punishment and measures to promote participation of children in 
family, school and social life. Within this context, members also noted that domestic laws do not 
yet fully conform with the provisions and principles of the Convention. They also pointed out the 
failure of the State to establish a permanent central mechanism to co-ordinate all policies and 
programmes for children run by the various ministries. Furthermore, while the Committee 
welcomed the establishment of a National Human Rights Commission in 2001, it questioned the 
structure of that Commission and children’s ability to lodge complaints with it. 

Particular issues of concern for the Committee included the limitations in place on students' 
freedom of expression and association. This is due to the strict administrative control of student 
councils and school regulations that curb or prohibit outside political activities of students in 
elementary and secondary schools. Similarly mentioned was the arbitrary closure by the authorities 
of many internet chat rooms established independently by teenagers. The Committee further noted 
with concern that corporal punishment is officially permitted in schools and called on the State 
party to implement the recommendation of the national Human Rights Commission and amend the 
relevant legislation and regulations to expressly prohibit corporal punishment in the home, schools 
and all other institutions. It further suggested that the State undertake public education campaigns 
about the negative consequences of the ill treatment of children. 

The Committee was also extremely concerned by societal discrimination towards children 
with disabilities, noting that a significant number of these children are abandoned each year, many 
cannot attend school and if they do, segregation from the other students is common. In this vein, 
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the Committee called on the State to among other things undertake a comprehensive survey of the 
number of children with disabilities, including those currently not attending school, which assesses 
their educational needs and access to education and other social services. 
 
Romania (2nd periodic report) 
 
In considering the report of Romania, the Committee welcomed the ratification by the State party 
of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of 
Children in Armed Conflict and the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child 
on the Sale of Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography; the ILO Convention concerning 
the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child Labour 
(C182); and the 1993 Hague Convention on the Protection of Children and Co-operation in Respect 
of Inter-Country Adoption. 

The Committee was extremely concerned by the high number of children abandoned at birth 
and the apparent lack of measures being taken to address these problems. The Committee was 
also concerned by the high infant mortality, child suicide and accident rates. Poor quality and 
inaccessibility of primary health care services was also a concern. 

Ill treatment of minors (especially Roma) by police and the lack of investigation of such 
alleged incidents were regretted. The Committee expressed further concern at the conditions of 
Roma children and the status of their integration into the school system. It reiterated its previous 
recommendation that steps be taken to improve implementation of anti-discrimination measures. 

The Committee expressed concern at the high percentage of children in pre-trial detention 
and was worried by the absence of special courts for minors. The high numbers of street children 
was also a cause for concern. Romania continues to be a country of origin, transit and to a lesser 
extent of destination for trafficked children. 

Though recognising Romania’s difficulties resulting from development problems, the 
Committee was in general concerned by the implementation of the general principles of the 
Convention, the implementation of legislation, discrimination and the participation of children in 
activities concerning them. 
 
Viet Nam (2nd periodic report) 
 
In considering the second periodic report of Viet Nam, the Committee specifically welcomed the 
enactment of the1994 Government Decree to establish the Viet Nam Committee for Protection and 
Care of Children, and the development of specific child rights indicators. The Committee raised 
questions concerning budget allocation and the co-ordination, control and involvement of NGOs in 
child rights in Viet Nam. 

The Committee was concerned that children with disabilities are not protected by law 
against discrimination. It further observed the lack of data in the report on exactly how many 
children with disabilities exist. Also of concern were: the relatively low number of children with 
disabilities that have been integrated into the education system; the prevalence of illiteracy 
amongst disabled children, particularly in rural areas; and the lack of vocational training. The 
Committee asked what provisions were made for support for families with disabled children. 

The Committee was worried by the situation in rural Viet Nam: poor dissemination of the 
Convention; the lack of protection of the right to life; the lack of birth registration; high school 
dropout rates; high illiteracy rate; and regional disparities in education and the status of education 
of minorities. 

The Committee expressed its concern at the high abortion rate with 40% of pregnancies 
being terminated. It was also worried by the high rate of child accidents. Also of concern was the 
low percentage of women who breastfed their children. Other areas of concern were: high rates of 
maternal and infant mortality; increase in HIV/AIDS; limited access to sanitation and clean water; 
and the re-emergence of typhoid and cholera. 

The Committee raised questions concerning the increasing rate of divorce and high number 
of households headed by women and expressed its concern at the effects of these factors on 
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children. The Committee noted with regret the 155'000 abandoned street children and the 
breakdown of the traditional extended family. The Committee was also very concerned by the lack 
of regulation of the foreign adoption of several thousand Vietnamese children and suggested that, 
in fact, these children were being bought for sex. 

The Committee also heard that children in Viet Nam are subject to various forms of violence 
and ill treatment, including child labour, prostitution, child abuse, neglect and corporal punishment, 
Regarding these allegations, the Committee recommended that practical measures be taken to 
protect children from domestic and institutional abuse. The Committee also urged, despite cultural 
reluctance, the implementation of a juvenile justice system. 


