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The 33rd session of the Committee on the Rights of the Child ("the Committee") considered 
reports submitted by 10 countries – Cyprus, Eritrea, Jamaica, Kazakhstan, Libya, Morocco, 
Solomon Islands, Sri Lanka, Syria, and Zambia. During its session, the Committee focused on, 
inter alia: co-ordination and monitoring systems for the implementation of the Convention on 
the Rights of the Child ("the Convention"); forms of discrimination; institutionalised and 
alternative care; corporal punishment and abuse; health (particularly HIV/AIDS); and the 
administration of juvenile justice. The Committee also adopted General Comment No. 4 on 
adolescent health. The session was noteworthy for being the first meeting with an expanded 
Committee of 18 instead of 10 members. 
 
1. Reports by States 
 
Cyprus (2nd periodic report) 
 
The Committee met Cyprus’ 2nd periodic report with a mixed reaction. While pleased with the 
presence of a high-level delegation, the Committee remained dissatisfied with legalistic nature 
of the report, which did not follow the set guidelines. However, the Committee appreciated 
the constructive dialogue that ensued with the delegation. 

The Committee applauded – despite the ongoing difficulties posed in Turkish-occupied 
Cyprus – Cyprus' improvements in health and education and efforts undertaken to 
disseminate the Convention. That said, the Committee regretted the fact that the 2nd report 
did not address many of the recommendations made following Cyprus' initial report. 

The Committee expressed concern that Cyprus had not incorporated many provisions 
of the Convention into domestic law, but noted with encouragement the establishment of an 
inter-ministerial committee towards this end. The Committee also noted Cyprus' lack of 
specific mechanisms for the independent monitoring of complaints and need for a centralised 
registry and improved data collection in this regard.  

The Committee urged Cyprus to integrate the "general principles" of the Convention 
(Articles 2, 3, 6 and 12) into domestic law and practice and took special notice of anti-
discrimination provisions in Cypriot domestic law. This had special relevance given the 
persistence of discriminatory attitudes within Cyprus related to nationality, children born out 
of wedlock, and those of Turkish origin.  

The Committee expressed pleasure with Cyprus' efforts to improve the situation of 
refugees and asylum seekers and to combat child trafficking and commercial sexual 
exploitation. However, it was concerned with the juvenile justice system and pressed Cyprus 
to incorporate fully the relevant provisions of the Convention, raise the legal age of criminal 
responsibility, ensure that all children below 18 are accorded protection as juveniles, and 
guarantee that reforms establish an adequately resourced system that fully integrates 
international juvenile justice standards. 

Cyprus' next periodic report is due on 8 March 2008. The Committee has invited 
Cyprus to submit a consolidated 3rd and 4th periodic report on that date. 
 
Eritrea (initial report) 
 
During the 33rd session, Eritrea submitted its initial report, which the Committee noted for 
being well written. The Committee also commended the high-level delegation for engaging in 
frank and constructive dialogue. 

Recognising Eritrea's continuing difficulties caused by armed conflicts, drought, 
poverty, and structural adjustment programmes, the Committee noted with appreciation the 
State's efforts to reduce child mortality by over 50%, increase immunisation coverage to 
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60%, increase enrolment and literacy rates, improve girls’ access to schools, combat female 
genital mutilation, and provide alternative care for orphans from past armed conflicts. The 
Committee also welcomed Eritrea's accession to a number of international mechanisms. 

The Committee noted Eritrea's establishment of a National Programme of Action aimed 
at the incorporation and co-ordination of the Convention, but urged that a review of 
transitional, customary and local laws take place and that the National Committee on the 
Rights of the Child be strengthened. The Committee also expressed concern at the lack of 
independent monitoring mechanisms, comprehensive and up-to-date statistical data, and co-
operation with international civil society. 

The Committee also cited persistent discriminatory practices against vulnerable groups 
and violence and child abuse as major concerns. The Committee pressed for appropriate 
changes in legislation (in particular to expressly prohibit sexual and physical abuse) and for 
the development of effective systems to combat child abuse. It urged Eritrea to carry out 
sensitisation programmes in order to combat these and other problems (such as early 
marriages). Similarly, the Committee recommended measures to increase birth registration. 

The Committee recommended that Eritrea continue expanding its health services, 
(particularly in rural areas), that it collaborate with the United Nations Children's Fund 
(UNICEF) to counter the rapid spread of HIV/AIDS and that it take measures to protect the 
rights of children with disabilities. It recommended that Eritrea continue its education efforts 
and take steps to combat the serious problems of the juvenile justice system, children 
affected by armed conflict, and economic and sexual exploitation. To these ends, the 
Committee recommended that Eritrea adopt international standards of juvenile justice and the 
two optional protocols to the Convention. 

The next periodic report is due on 1 September 2006 and the Committee has invited 
Eritrea to submit a consolidated 2nd and 3rd periodic report on that date. 
 
Jamaica (2nd periodic report) 
 
The Committee welcomed the 2nd periodic report of Jamaica and the open and constructive 
dialogue with the high-level delegation sent. 

The Committee noted difficulties facing Jamaica, such as its high levels of external 
debt, natural disasters, poverty, and unemployment. Given this context, the Committee both 
welcomed Jamaica's new Child Support Unit and Office of the Special Envoy for Children, 
and applauded their activities to disseminate the Convention. Likewise, the Committee 
commended Jamaica's strong international co-operation and their accomplishments in health. 
The Committee took particular note of Jamaica's plan for HIV/AIDS and its unit for disabled 
children. However, the Committee expressed regret that some of its recommendations 
following Jamaica's initial report had not been addressed. 

The Committee expressed particular concern that after eight years Jamaica had still 
not adopted its Child Care and Protection Act nor added children's rights to its Constitution, 
thus not harmonising domestic law with the Convention. Jamaica had also failed to create 
effective bodies for co-ordinating and independently monitoring the Convention's 
implementation. However, the Committee expressed pleasure with Jamaica's efforts to 
develop a child statistics database. 

The Committee expressed concerns with discrimination towards disabled children and 
those infected with HIV/AIDS. It also took note of Jamaica's disturbingly high levels of child 
abuse and violence in the home. The Committee urged Jamaica to address these problems by 
initiating public education campaigns against and monitoring incidences of violence, by taking 
legislative measures to prohibit violence, and by providing special support for people at high 
risk for violence, including single parent families and those living in poverty. 

The Committee asked Jamaica to improve its efforts to ensure the health and welfare 
of disabled children and, following from the problem of single parent families, improve 
reproductive health education. They also recommended that Jamaica combat all forms of 
child exploitation and reform its juvenile justice system. 
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The next periodic report is due on 12 June 2008 and the Committee has invited 
Jamaica to submit a consolidated 3rd and 4th periodic report on that date. 
 
Kazakhstan (initial report) 
 
The Committee welcomed Kazakhstan’s initial report and appreciated the ensuing open 
dialogue with the high-level delegation present. 

The Committee acknowledged that Kazakhstan has faced serious economic, social and 
political challenges since independence, including two major ecological disasters. In light of 
this, the Committee welcomed the adoption of a new Constitution that enshrines human 
rights and freedoms and the ratification of international mechanisms relevant to children. The 
Committee also expressed pleasure with Kazakhstan's enactment of appropriate legislation 
and its demonstrated commitment to international co-operation. Additionally, the Committee 
took positive note of Kazakhstan's creation of a number of programmes and departments to 
deal with implementation of the Convention. 

The Committee expressed concern with insufficient implementation of relevant 
legislation. It worried that the Convention does not necessarily take precedence over 
domestic law, and that it is not being used in legal proceedings. The Committee stressed the 
need for a separate co-ordinating body for children and for the Ombudsman to be child-
friendly and fully independent, having powers in accordance with the Paris Principles. The 
Committee also noted the need for a national plan of action, increased and better allocated 
resources, better co-operation with civil society, and the systematic collection of data. 

The Committee showed particular concern with the fact that Kazakhstan has not fully 
implemented the "general principles" of the Convention (Articles 2, 3, 6 and 12) and 
recommended that appropriate action be taken to end torture and child abuse (including 
corporal punishment in institutions and in the home). Moreover, the Committee recommended 
that Kazakhstan improve its foster care system and establish comprehensive guidelines for 
adoption and improving conditions in institutions (which should be used as a last resort). 

The Committee called on Kazakhstan to ensure access to health and education 
services, including free and compulsory primary education. Likewise, the Committee raised 
questions regarding Kazakhstan's "Special protection measures". The Committee also called 
on Kazakhstan to ensure decent and equal treatment for refugee children, to improve the 
juvenile justice system, to conduct a survey into child labour, and to develop a comprehensive 
plan to tackle child trafficking. It noted with extreme concern the situation of street children 
and called for immediate action to solve the problem. 

The next periodic report is due on 10 September 2006 and the Committee has invited 
Kazakhstan to submit a consolidated 2nd and 3rd periodic report on that date. 
 
Libya (2nd periodic report) 
 
The Committee welcomed Libya’s 2nd periodic report but expressed regret for its insufficient 
data and lack of information on practical measures.  

The Committee took note that Libya faces certain difficulties as a result of the current 
sanctions regime. In this light the Committee welcomed the establishment of a Higher 
Committee for Children and the progress made in areas of children's education and health. It 
also welcomed Libya’s assistance to humanitarian projects, including in association with the 
UN. However, the Committee regretted that Libya had not addressed many of its prior 
recommendations. 

The Committee expressed concern with Libya's predominantly welfare-based approach 
to children and stated that Libya should conform all of its relevant legislation to the 
Convention. The Committee recommended that Libya co-ordinate implementation of the 
Convention in order to avoid having measures taken at a too local a level. The Committee 
also highlighted its concerns: that the two bodies entrusted with monitoring children’s rights 
are not independent; that knowledge of the Convention is low amongst children, relevant 
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professionals, and the general public; and that the State restricts and does not involve civil 
society in implementation of the Convention. 

The Committee expressed its concern with both legal and social discrimination in 
general and against children born out of wedlock and migrant workers in particular. It 
demonstrated worry with the legislative failure to take into account the best interests of the 
child. It recommended a comprehensive survey into ill treatment and abuse with 
accompanying educational and preventative programmes to combat the problem. 

In terms of health and education, the Committee recommended that Libya strengthen 
HIV/AIDS programmes and incorporate human and child rights into school curricula. Of 
greater concern were areas of "special protection", including the lack of legislation protecting 
refugees and the existence of reports that children are trafficked to Libya.  

The Committee also focused on the juvenile justice system. Specifically, the 
Committee took note that under current practice vagrant children may be institutionalised. 
The Committee also recommended that Libya raise its age of criminal responsibility from the 
current rule (seven years). Moreover, the Committee noted that the Collective Punishment 
Law violates fundamental principles. 

The date for the next report was set for 14 November 2008, at which point the 
Committee has invited Libya to submit a consolidated 3rd and 4th periodic report. 
 
Morocco (2nd periodic report) 
 
The Committee welcomed Morocco’s 2nd periodic report and expressed pleasure that a highly 
qualified, cross-sectoral delegation directly involved in the implementation of the Convention 
was sent for its examination. 

The Committee noted that, despite difficulties posed by adverse climate, poverty and 
unemployment, progress had been made in implementation of international conventions, 
including the ratification of the two Optional Protocols to the Convention on the Rights of the 
Child and the two ILO child labour conventions1. Moreover, the Committee approved of 
Morocco's revision of the law protecting abandoned children, the increased age for 
recruitment into the army, the adoption of the Criminal Law Procedure containing a chapter 
on juvenile justice, and the establishment of an Ombudsman. The Committee expressed 
disappointment, however, that some of its previous recommendations have not been properly 
addressed, particularly regarding Morocco's reservation to Article 14, non-discrimination 
against girls, and child labour. 

The Committee urged Morocco to remove its reservation to Article 14 on the basis 
that it lacks relevance by not appearing in other conventions ratified by Morocco or other 
Islamic States. Morocco's current reservation states "The Kingdom of Morocco, whose 
Constitution guarantees to all the freedom to pursue his religious affairs, makes a reservation 
to the provisions of Article 14, which accords children freedom of religion, in view of the fact 
that Islam is the State religion". The Committee recommended that remaining discrepancies 
between domestic law and the Convention be solved, that budget allocations for children be 
increased (including increases to the co-ordinating body), and that an independent monitoring 
body be established to receive children's individual complaints. It emphasised that efforts be 
made to collect disaggregated data on children and to disseminate the Convention widely. 

The Committee noted with concern the persistence of direct and indirect discrimination 
against girls, migrants, minorities, children born out of wedlock, and those with non-
Moroccan fathers. Deep concern was expressed about reports of ill treatment and abuse of 
children by in custody, in institutions, and in the family. The Committee requested that 
Morocco take urgent action in this regard. Similarly, the Committee recommended that the 

                                                 
1 The Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of Children in Armed 
Conflict; the Optional protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of Children, Child 
Prostitution and Child Pornography; the Convention concerning Minimum Age for Admission to Employmen t; and 
the Convention concerning the Prohibition and Immediate Action for the Elimination of the Worst Forms of Child 
Labour. 



Committee on the Rights of the Child, 33rd Session (Geneva, 19 May to 6 June 2003) 

International Service for Human Rights 5

State tackle the problem of high numbers of abandoned and institutionalised children and the 
poor conditions in these institutions. 

Despite positive efforts being made in health, education and welfare, the Committee 
highlighted a number of areas that need to be tackled, including: high mortality rates; lack of 
co-ordination between health programmes; rural-urban disparities; decreased breastfeeding 
practices; a high percentage of early pregnancies; an increasing prevalence of HIV/AIDS 
infection; low standards of living, particularly in the Western Sahara; and poor provision for 
the disabled. The high incidence of street children and those exploited for economic or sexual 
purposes was a serious worry and the Committee urged Morocco to take legislative and 
programmatic action to combat these problems. 

The date for the next report was set for 20 January 2009, at which point the 
Committee has invited Morocco to submit a consolidated 3rd and 4th periodic report. 
 
Solomon Islands (initial report) 
 
The Committee welcomed the Solomon Islands’ initial report and the high-level delegation 
that was sent for what was the country’s first appearance at a treaty body. The Committee 
was particularly pleased at the frank and often self-critical nature of the report and the 
delegation during the discussions. 

Recognising the serious difficulties for implementation of the Convention posed by 
recent civil strife, severe economic constraints, vulnerability to natural disasters, and the 
geographic nature of the State (which is made up of small remote islands), the Committee 
noted a number of positive developments. These included: reduced infant mortality rates; 
improved immunisation coverage; increased access to primary education; technical co-
operation with civil society and UN agencies and bodies; and the establishment of the 
National Advisory Committee on Children (NACC) and a Child Desk for co-ordination. 

However, the Committee took note of many serious problems concerning the State's 
"general measures of implementation". Specifically, the Committee felt that the Child Rights 
Bill and other bills regarding children have for too long been in the draft stage and need to be 
adopted as a matter of priority in order to bring domestic legislation in line with the 
Convention. Similarly, the Committee recommended that the Solomon Islands strengthen 
existing mechanisms required to harmonise constitutional provisions, as well as domestic and 
customary legislation. Likewise, the Committee was of the opinion that the NACC should be 
strengthened as well. The Committee expressed serious concern at: the lack of a National 
Plan of Action for implementation; the lack of expertise, mandate and resources for the 
Ombudsman to deal with individual complaints about the violation of children’s rights; the 
shift of funds away from the health and education sectors; the severe lack of adequate data 
collection mechanisms; and the lack of any training or dissemination programmes for the 
Convention. 

The Committee expressed its concern with both legal and social discrimination against 
girls, ethnic minorities, children living in poverty, children living on remote islands, children 
born out of wedlock, and those with disabilities. The fact that this discrimination effects 
access to adequate health care and educational facilities heightened the Committee's 
concern. The Committee noted a failure in Solomon Islands' legislation to take into account 
the best interests of the child or to respect children's views. It pointed to weak family 
structures resulting from deep poverty and the high incidence of corporal punishment, ill-
treatment, abuse and neglect for children in the family, schools and other institutions as 
problems about which very little is known in the country. The Committee brought attention to 
poor levels of birth registration, high numbers of children in need of alternative care, and 
incidences of informal adoption, which may lead to the employment of girl children as 
domestic workers. The Committee set out recommendations for tackling all of these 
problems. 

The Committee felt that action must be taken to understand the extent of the 
problems faced by disabled children, to give them access to education (of which they 
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currently have none), to raise awareness about their rights and special needs and to develop 
rehabilitation programmes in remote island areas. The Committee also recommended action to 
address the heath sector by increasing funding levels to ensure payment of health care 
professionals and to diminish deep regional disparities. Similar recommendations were made 
about the education system, which, apart from being poorly funded and unable to pay staff 
salaries, is neither free nor compulsory and has extremely high non-attendance and dropout 
rates, particularly amongst girls. The State was recommended to work towards adopting a 
Poverty Reduction Strategy Plan.  

The Committee also recommended that the State: bring the age of criminal 
responsibility and the juvenile justice system in line with international standards; address the 
problems facing children under 15 who work in very poor conditions; address the problems of 
children who are forced into prostitution and/or vagrancy; and address the problems of the 
recruitment of minors by militias during the recent civil strife. The Committee felt that the 
two Optional Protocols to the Convention would be particularly useful in this regard. 

The next periodic report is due on 9 May 2007 and the Committee has invited the 
Solomon Islands to submit a consolidated 2nd and 3rd periodic report by that date. 
 
Sri Lanka (2nd periodic report) 
 
The Committee welcomed Sri Lanka’s 2nd periodic report and the responsive dialogue with the 
high-level delegation sent for its consideration. 

While recognising difficulties posed by the civil war and reconstruction efforts, the 
Committee noted many factors improving implementation of the Convention, including the 
peace process, the lifting of the state of emergency, and the suspension of the Prevention of 
Terrorism Act. It pointed to the various mechanisms and programmes established for the 
protection and promotion of child rights, such as the National Human Rights Commission, the 
National Child Protection Authority (and provincial level committees), and child rights 
dissemination programmes. It welcomed legislative measures taken, such as the ratification of 
the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Involvement of 
Children in Armed Conflict, and measures taken to protect children from domestic violence, 
child labour, and commercial sexual exploitation. However, it expressed concern that its 
previous recommendations regarding the harmonisation of legislation, the co-ordination of 
implementation, child participation, and juvenile justice, had not been properly addressed. 

The Committee recommended that Sri Lanka initiate comprehensive legislative review 
and establish a single, effective, and identifiable governmental body for co-ordinating 
implementation. It recommended that the National Human Rights Commission be accessible 
to children (with a specific bureau for children) and adequately resourced. It noted with great 
concern the declining resource allocations for health and education. 

The Committee raised special concerns with the fact that Sri Lanka does not fully 
reflect the "general principles" (Articles 2, 3, 6 and 12) in all aspects of governance. The 
persistence of societal discrimination against vulnerable groups was particularly worrying to 
the Committee. The existence of corporal punishment (and the failure to prohibit it) and the 
persistence of child abuse, which is not properly regulated, were also serious concerns. The 
Committee further noted the lack of support to the families of Sri Lankan migrant workers 
and the lack of a monitoring mechanism for institutional alternative care. 

The Committee took account of improvements in the health and education sectors but 
was concerned that access to health services and safe drinking water is poor, that youth 
suicide and substance abuse are persistent, and that education is not truly free or 
compulsory. The Committee encouraged Sri Lanka to increase efforts to support children 
affected by the armed conflict, and to continue tackling child labour and sexual exploitation. 
Finally, the Committee raised strong concerns regarding the juvenile justice system, which 
urgently needs to be brought in line with international standards. Specifically, the Committee 
recommended raising and rationalising the age of criminal responsibility. 

The date for the next report was set for 11 August 2008, at which point the 
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Committee has invited Sri Lanka to submit a consolidated 3rd and 4th periodic report. 
 
Syria (2nd periodic report) 
 
The Committee welcomed the timely submission of Syria’s well-written 2nd periodic report 
and the discussion with the high-level delegation sent. 

The Committee applauded Syria's ratification of a number of international instruments 
but was unhappy with Syria’s failure to reconsider its reservations to Articles 14, 20 and 21. 
Moreover, the Committee appreciated that Syria has taken the Convention into account in its 
national legislation. Specifically, the Committee acknowledged Syria's achievements in raising 
the age for employment, extending compulsory education, and launching new institutions 
related to children. It noted that many of the goals of the World Summit on Children had been 
achieved, particularly in health and education. It was concerned, however, that its 
recommendations regarding the harmonisation of legislation, budgetary allocations, and the ill 
treatment of children had not been properly addressed. 

The Committee recommended that the State expedite its comprehensive legislative 
review and that it take all possible measures to reconcile the interpretation of religious law 
with the Convention. It urged that co-ordination with local level actors be strengthened and 
that an independent national human rights institution be established, in accordance with the 
Paris Principles. It noted that co-operation with civil society is poor and that knowledge of the 
civil rights and freedoms of children is very low. 

The Committee raised serious concerns with ongoing legal and social discrimination, 
particularly towards girls, children born out of wedlock, and children belonging to minorities. 
In particular, the Committee pointed out that children of non-Syrian fathers and/or those of 
Syrian-born Kurdish parents have problems obtaining nationality. The Committee also raised 
concerns that the best interests of the child were not expressly taken into account in 
legislation.  

The Committee also raised concerns regarding: persistent use of violence towards 
children; poor services for the disabled; rural-urban disparities in access to health and 
education; the significant gap between the public and private health sectors; high educational 
drop out rates; and the need for curricula reforms. It welcomed progress with regard to 
refugee children but noted their lack of protections. Similarly, the Committee expressed 
serious worry about the conditions facing children in the occupied Syrian Golan. Finally, the 
Committee was concerned that 7% of under-14 year-olds are employed because labour laws 
do not extend into the informal sector, and that, despite the ongoing reform, the juvenile 
justice system does not meet international standards. 

The date for the next report was set for 13 February 2009, at which point the 
Committee has invited Syria to submit a consolidated 3rd and 4th periodic report. 
 
Zambia (initial report) 
 
The Committee welcomed Zambia’s constructive initial report and the ensuing dialogue with 
the large delegation of highly qualified persons directly involved in implementation, and one 
child (a 17-year-old girl). 

Recognising that Zambia is an extremely poor and landlocked country that has been 
strongly affected by HIV/AIDS, high external debt repayments, declining economic conditions, 
and rampant corruption, the Committee noted some positive aspects in implementation, 
including: the adoption of a Poverty Reduction Strategy Paper (PRSP), a National Child Policy, 
a National Plan of Action and a National HIV/AIDS policy; and the establishment of the Law 
Development Committee, the National HIV/AIDS Council, the National Steering Committee on 
Child Labour, and the National Committee for Human Rights Education. 

The Committee, however, noted that legislation does not conform to the Covenant. It 
called for a review, including of customary law (which needs to be codified), with a view to 
the adoption of a comprehensive children’s code that, amongst others, addresses 
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inconsistencies in the definition of "child". It recommended that the proposed National Child 
Council be established with sufficient resources and powers to co-ordinate effectively and 
that the Permanent Human Rights Commission come into full operation and be guaranteed 
independence in accordance with the Paris Principles. The Committee urged that Zambia 
ensure that its PRSP does not cause resources to be diverted from children and that all 
groups be properly trained and educated in child rights. 

The Committee was concerned that constitutional provisions against discrimination do 
not always apply to foreigners and that further legislation and policies are not in line with the 
general principle of non-discrimination. It also worried that this principle is not adequately 
implemented with respect to vulnerable children, girls, the disabled, orphans, the 
disadvantages, refugees and those born out of wedlock. The Committee noted serious 
concerns about the state of the family environment and alternative care, particularly the 
extra-pressures and increased numbers of orphans caused by HIV/AIDS. The Committee 
recommended: the ratification of the Hague Conventions regarding recovery of maintenance 
and inter-country adoption; assistance programmes to single-parent families to strengthen 
extended families as an alternative to adoption; improvement in the quality of institutional 
care; and public education programmes, effective mechanisms and legislative measures to 
tackle the very serious problems of violence and abuse. It was also very concerned that only 
10% of children are registered. 

The Committee raised serious concerns with the state of health care, noting 
insufficient numbers of trained medical personnel, weak family planning services, extremely 
limited services for the disabled, poor sanitation, limited access to safe water, and high 
mortality and disease infection rates (HIV/AIDS was the principal concern). The Committee 
was also concerned that, despite a number of programmes, primary education is not free and 
compulsory and there is high illiteracy, repetition and dropout rates, large gender and rural 
disparities, low numbers of trained teachers, poor quality and insufficient schools in the 
education system. Of the "special protection measures" the Committee, while encouraging 
the State’s actions with regard to child labour in all its forms, was primarily concerned that 
the juvenile justice system needs urgent action at all levels to bring it into compliance with 
international standards. 

The date for the next report was set for 4 January 2009, at which point the 
Committee has invited Zambia to submit a consolidated 2nd, 3rd and 4th periodic report. 
 
2. General Comment on adolescent health and development 
 
General Comment No. 4 on "adolescent health and development in the context of the 
Convention on the Rights of the Child" sets out respond to the special needs of adolescents. 
The General Comment recognises "adolescence" as a stage of increased vulnerability and 
rapid physical, cognitive and social changes, including the emergence of adult decision 
making capacities and sexual and reproductive maturity. The General Comment seeks to set 
out the conditions (and subsequent State obligations) necessary to ensure that adolescents 
enjoy the highest attainable standard of health, reach harmonious development, and are well 
prepared to enter adulthood and assume constructive roles in their communities and societies. 

In enumerating the key obligations of States in this regard, the General Comment 
notes that the State must: create a safe and supportive environment for adolescents, 
including within the family, in school, in institutions, in the workplace, and in society at large; 
ensure access to adequate information essential for participation in the decisions that affect 
adolescents, notably through respecting the right to privacy and upholding the principles of 
informed consent and the right of confidentiality; ensure the availability of adolescent-
sensitive health facilities and services, including guidance and counselling; ensure that 
adolescents have the opportunity to plan and programme their development; protect 
adolescents from labour that may jeopardise their rights, while recognising that some forms 
of work can be beneficial; protect adolescents from intentional and unintentional injury 
through, for example, public education programmes; protect adolescents from harmful 
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traditional practices, such as early marriages, honour killings and female genital mutilation; 
ensure that all vulnerable groups are free from discrimination; and care for the mental health 
of adolescents in order to, for example, prevent suicides. 


