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Introduction 

 
The Human Rights Committee (the Committee) held its 90th session in Geneva, 16-24 July 2007. It 
considered the periodic State Party reports of the Czech Republic, the Sudan, and Zambia, and adopted 
revised General Comment 32 on the right to equality before courts and tribunals and to a fair trial under 
Article 14 of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights (the Covenant).   
 

Main themes and issues of the session 
 
The main themes and issues of the session were: the status of the Covenant in national law; equality and non-
discrimination, including on the basis of sexual orientation and gender; the independence of national 
judiciaries; the accountability of State actors, namely police, for their actions; fundamental freedoms, 
including the freedoms of expression, association, assembly, and freedom from torture; and the protection and 
treatment of vulnerable groups, including women, children, internally displaced persons, Roma and other 
minorities, refugees and non-nationals.  
 

Czech Republic 
Second periodic report 

 
Both the Committee and the Czech delegation welcomed the constructive and broad discussion held during 
the examination of the Czech Republic’s second periodic report.  
 
Discussion during the examination centred on: the status of the Covenant in domestic law; reform of the 
judiciary; legal developments, including the criminalisation of domestic violence; the treatment of detainees 
and persons in psychiatric hospitals; non-discrimination in the contexts of the Roma and gender equality; 
prostitution, trafficking in persons and the sexual abuse of children; and the counter-terrorism measures 
enacted by the Czech Republic. 
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Six parallel reports were submitted by non-governmental organisations (NGOs) to the Committee. These 
NGOs included Amnesty International, the Centre of Housing Rights and Evictions, Conscience and Peace 
Tax International, the Czech Coordinating Office, Global Rights and the International Gay and Lesbian 
Human Rights Commission, and the League of Human Rights.  
 
The Czech Republic is to submit its third periodic report to the Committee by 1 August 2011. 
 

Sudan 
Third periodic report 

 
The examination of the Sudan’s third periodic report had to be extended from two to three meetings on 
account of the Sudanese delegation taking up the entire first meeting with its oral presentation. Further, the 
delegation only submitted its written replies to the Committee’s list of issues on the morning of the first 
meeting. The result was a disjointed discussion in which many of the Committee’s questions were either not 
posed due to time constraints, or were not answered by the delegation.  
 
Discussion centred on allegations of human rights violations in Darfur and Southern Sudan.  
 
 Violence and discrimination against women, children, and minorities was discussed in the contexts of 
conflict, internal displacement, abduction, sharia law, and female genital mutilation. Further discussion 
addressed the freedoms of assembly, association, movement, and freedom from torture; the actions and 
accountability of State actors; impunity and immunity; and judicial oversight of trials, detention, the 
prosecution and punishment of murder, and the application of the death penalty. 
 
Interventions undertaken by the International Criminal Court and the United Nations (UN) Security Council 
were also discussed, as were the Abuja Peace Accords, the joint presence of UN and African Union 
peacekeepers, and the role of the international community. 
 
A number of NGOs submitted parallel reports to the Committee, including Amnesty International, 
Conscience and Peace Tax International, the Global Initiative to End All Corporal Punishment of Children, 
Track Impunity Always, and a group of eight Sudanese NGOs. 
 
At the close of the examination the Sudan was requested to submit written responses to questions posed by 
the Committee that it did not answer. 
 

Zambia 
Third periodic report 

 
The examination of Zambia’s third periodic report, submitted on 16 January 2006 but originally due in 1998, 
was a constructive dialogue that focused heavily upon the need for Zambia’s customary and national laws to 
be compatible with the Covenant. 
 
Other areas of examination were: the independence of the Zambian judiciary; the use of force by police; 
prison conditions; the role of the Zambian Human Rights Commission; counter-terrorism measures enacted 
by the Government; the legality and application of the death penalty; freedom of expression; non-
discrimination on the basis of sexual orientation; and the treatment and protection of women, children, 
refugees and non-nationals. 
 
Parallel reports were submitted to the Committee by NGOs that included Conscience and Peace Tax 
International, Global Initiative, Global Rights LGBTI (Lesbian Gay Bisexual, Transgender Initiative), and the 
World Organisation Against Torture (OMCT). 
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Zambia is to submit its fourth periodic report to the Committee by 20 July 2011. 
 

Adoption of revised General Comment 32 on Article 
14 of the Covenant 

 
The Committee adopted revised General Comment 32 on the right to equality before courts and tribunals and 
to a fair trial under Article 14 of the Covenant.  
 
The Committee held a first reading of the draft General Comment at its 88th session and a second reading at 
its 89th session. General Comment 32 addresses a series of issues through the prism of Article 14. These 
issues include juvenile justice, compensation, ne bis in idem1, the right to a fair and public hearing by an 
independent and impartial tribunal, the presumption of innocence, reviews by higher tribunals, and the 
relationship of Article 14 with other provisions of the Covenant.   
 
After adopting the General Comment the Committee held some discussion on whether the General Comment 
should record the individual opinions of Committee members. It was decided that this would not be necessary 
as the summary record of the session would adequately reflect divergences in views on the content of the 
General Comment. General Comment 32 is the Committee’s longest General Comment. 
 
 
Last revised and updated: 23 October 2007. 
 

                                                 
1 The principle that, as contained in Article 14(7) of the Covenant, states that no one shall be liable to be tried or punished again for 
an offence that they have already been finally convicted or acquitted of. 
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COMMENTS AND FURTHER INFORMATION  
 
We would welcome your feedback on this publication so please send any comments and suggestions to 
information@ishr.ch. You can check the latest Treaty Body Monitor reports published on 
http://www.ishr.ch/hrm/TMBs.  
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